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Islam is not an American Religion and Mohamed is not an American Name. 

 

 

• Introductory videos 

a. The Secret History of Muslims in the U.S. (3:20 min YouTube Video OR 

Download)  

b. How the autobiography of a Muslim slave is challenging an American 

narrative (4:55 min YouTube Video OR Download)  

1. What were the birth area of the three religions? Is Islam the only religion 

imported from the Middle East? Islam, Judaism and Christianity came from 

the Middle East. Jesus wasn’t from Chicago and Moses was not from New 

York. 

2. Mohamed is not a Christian name but it is an American name. 

3. In case of differences between Muslim American and racist Non-Muslim 

Americans, the Non-Muslims say go back to your country.  How do you 

reply to that?  

• I am in my country. I was born here and I don’t know any other country. 

https://youtu.be/dPYIdfYfEKM,
https://root.zeiny.net/WISchool/2021_WIS/Islamic%20Studies/Downloaded%20Videos/The%20Secret%20History%20of%20Muslims%20in%20the%20U.S.%20%20NYT%20Opinion.mp4
https://youtu.be/EBQelGvwkhE
https://root.zeiny.net/WISchool/2021_WIS/Islamic%20Studies/Downloaded%20Videos/How%20the%20autobiography%20of%20a%20Muslim%20slave%20is%20challenging%20an%20American%20narrative.mp4
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4. Immigrant Muslims accepted to be American citizens (naturalized)  

• When they were sworn as US Citizens, they were adults. They made the 

decision while being aware of it. US born citizens did not make that 

choice. They became Americans by chance, i.e., accidentally, without 

prior planning. 

5. In a case of differences between main stream Americans, they do not say to 

each other go back to your country. Why? Do they respect each other’s 

opinion? 

• They respect each other opinion and don’t say go back to your country. 

• They don’t say that because they all came from Europe and consider 

themselves natives. 

• In fact, the true Americans are the Indians who were here first. 

6. Why love it or leave it is not American? What is the American culture? 

• The American culture is to love what you believe is good and hate what 

you believe is bad. Hate is not so uncommon. You may hate your 

neighbor or teacher. 

7. You are either with us or with the terrorists (Bush). You are either with us 

or you are hypocrite (bin Laden).  

• We are against both of you. We reject both forms of extremism. 

• Who are you to accuse me for being a terrorist because I disagree with 

you Mr. Bush? 

8. Difference between propaganda and journalism (decent media). 
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• Propaganda is one sided. In addition, one intellectual debating against a 

layman is also propaganda as well. Journalism is to present both sides 

and we get to choose which side is good and which one is bad. Debates 

have to be between equally talented persons presenting and we get to 

choose between them. 

9. The main stream American media insults the intellectuals because they 

impose their opinion and don’t present both side and they get to choose.  

10. Natural differences are intended by our creator and we shouldn’t punish 

each other because of it. It is a sign of his greatness. The factory produces 

carts that are the same, but creates humans that are similar but unique 

different attributes. 

11. Allah judges us for what we choose to be not what he chose for us. Explain. 

• We have the free will to chose who we are and he is going to judge us 

for that. 

• He is not going to judge us for his decisions. 

12. Are we democratic or constitutional republic? Explain the difference 

between both with examples. 

• constitutional republic because we don’t vote on non-constitutional 

choices. 

13. What is the American personality? What is the Islamic personality? Are they 

against each other or can coexist? 

• Islamic personality is the one who is motivated by the Islamic teachings. It is 

constant because the teachings are the same. 
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• American personality changes with time. It was originally for land owners, 

then changed with time. 

• They both can coexist. All over the history, Christians lived fine in a Muslim 

land, and the other way around. Muslim men can marry Jews and Christians 

Quran (5:5). 

14. Explain how the American personality and the Islamic personality can work 

together using the concept of pollution. 

• Noise pollution is an American concept. Muslims can introduce image 

pollution to protect the public space from nakedness. 

15. Immigrants are being tested but American born were not tested. Explain 

this argument. This argument is a reply to what? You may use the example 

of the free pens given in a medical conference. 

• Immigrants grew up with very little opportunities. They are used to take 

advantage of any opportunity that is available. They are tested. 

• American born usually grows up in an abundant environment. 

Opportunities are usually available to select from. 

16. If the law of the land prohibits Muslims from praying, fasting, pay Zakah or 

go to Haj, what do Muslims do then? 

• Leave to a land that doesn’t stop them from the worship of God. 

17. We don’t want Sharia. We want to ban Sharia laws. Explain who said that 

and how do you reply to them. 

• Do Muslims Believe Sharia Law Supersedes the U.S. Constitution? (8:38 Min 

YouTube Video OR Download) 

https://youtu.be/sTZciRDI6zM?si=3aELcikyW-c04psh
https://youtu.be/sTZciRDI6zM?si=3aELcikyW-c04psh
https://root.zeiny.net/WISchool/2021_WIS/Islamic%20Studies/Downloaded%20Videos/Hannity%20Investigation%20Do%20Muslims%20Believe%20Sharia%20Law%20Supersedes%20the%20U.S.%20Constitution.mp4
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• They actually don’t want Islam but are saying it in an implied way. Some 

individuals express concerns about Islam, often in subtle or implied ways. 

For example, questions arise such as: “What are the odds of a Muslim 

becoming the President of the United States?” And “Do Muslims Believe 

Sharia Law Supersedes the U.S. Constitution?” These types of questions are 

often too broad to be answered with a simple yes or no. 

• Sharia at the individual level involves personal acts of worship and 

morality—such as prayer, fasting, charitable giving, pilgrimage (Hajj), 

abstaining from alcohol and drugs, and maintaining sexual ethics. These are 

all freedoms protected under the U.S. Constitution, so in this context, 

there's no conflict between the Sharia and the American constitution. 

• Sharia at the state level, including criminal laws, is designed for governance 

within Muslim-majority countries. It is not meant to be applied in non-

Muslim states. However, many scholars and observers believe that up to 

80% of Sharia's principles—such as those concerning justice, fairness, and 

social welfare—are already reflected in the U.S. constitution. 

• The overarching goals of both Sharia and the U.S. Constitution are actually 

quite similar: both emphasize justice, especially in the distribution of power 

and resources. 

18. Comparison between the Sharia commandments and the Ten 

Commandments: 

❖ The Ten Commandments are a set of biblical principles relating to ethics 

and worship that play a fundamental role in Judaism and Christianity. 

They were given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai, according to the Bible 
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(Exodus 20:1–17 and Deuteronomy 5:4–21). Here they are in a 

commonly referenced order: 

1) You shall have no other gods before Me. (Worship only God; no 
idolatry.) 

2) You shall not make for yourself a carved image (idol), or bow down to 
them or serve them. (Do not worship idols or images.) 

3) You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. (Spe ak of 
God with respect.) 

4) Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. (Set aside the seventh day 
for rest and worship.) 

5) Honor your father and your mother. (Respect and obey your parents.) 
6) You shall not murder. (Respect the sanctity of life.) 
7) You shall not commit adultery. (Be faithful in marriage.) 
8) You shall not steal. (Do not take what isn’t yours.) 
9) You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. (Do not lie or 

give false testimony.) 
10) You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. (Don’t be 

envious or greedy.) 
 

• Comparison Table: 
❖ Spiritual & Moral Principles 

 

Ten 
Commandments 

Sharia (Islamic 
Law) 

Comments 

1. No other gods 
before Me 

Belief in Tawhid 
(oneness of God) 

Central to Islam—no partners 
with God, pure monotheism. 

2. No idols or 
images 

Strict prohibition of 
idolatry (shirk) 

Islam forbids idol worship 
entirely. 

3. Do not misuse 
God's name 

Respect God's 
names; use only 
with reverence 

Saying God's name in vain is 
discouraged; reverence is 
essential. 

4. Keep the 
Sabbath holy 

Friday prayer 
(Jumu'ah) is highly 
significant 

Islam doesn’t have a Sabbath, 
but Friday is a day of 
communal worship and rest. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2020%3A1-11&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%205%3A4%E2%80%9321&version=NIV
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Ten 
Commandments 

Sharia (Islamic 
Law) 

Comments 

5. Honor your 
parents 

Strong emphasis on 
respect for parents 

One of the highest virtues in 
Islam; disobedience to 
parents is a major sin. 

  
❖ Ethical and Legal Principles 

 

Ten 
Commandments 

Sharia (Islamic Law) Comments 

6. Do not murder 
Prohibition of unjust 
killing 

Life is sacred in Islam; 
taking a life unjustly is a 
major sin. 

7. Do not commit 
adultery 

Zina 
(fornication/adultery) is 
forbidden 

Considered a grave sin 
with severe 
consequences under 
Sharia. 

8. Do not steal Theft is a serious offense 
Islam prescribes justice 
and restitution; stealing 
is strictly prohibited. 

9. Do not bear 
false witness 

Truthfulness is a virtue; 
false testimony is sinful 

Bearing false witness is 
condemned and 
punishable. 

10. Do not covet 
Avoid envy and greed 
(hasad) 

Contentment and 
gratitude are highly 
encouraged in Islam. 

 

❖ Summary of Similarities 

• Moral alignment: Both systems uphold honesty, justice, family values, 
and respect for life and property. 

• Spiritual focus: Worshipping one God, avoiding idolatry, and reverence 
for the divine are central. 

• Social order: Encouragement of truthfulness, fairness, and lawful 
behavior to maintain community harmony. 
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❖ Similar commandments in Sharia are listed in the Quran. 

• (Al-Maeda, 5:44-45) 

• (Al-Isra, 17:23-39) 

• (Al-Anaam, 6:151-152) 
 
❖ What Is Sharia? (6:28 YouTube Video, Download) 

 
 

https://read.quranexplorer.com/5/44/45/Usmani/Mishari-Rashid/Eng-Mufti-Taqi-Usmani-Audio/Tajweed-OFF
https://read.quranexplorer.com/17/23/39/Usmani/Mishari-Rashid/Eng-Dr-Mohsin-Audio/Tajweed-OFF
https://read.quranexplorer.com/6/151/152/Usmani/Mishari-Rashid/Eng-Dr-Mohsin-Audio/Tajweed-OFF
https://youtu.be/shhiYMibHjo?si=86TWGzkeo4HZkMIx
https://root.zeiny.net/WISchool/2021_WIS/Islamic%20Studies/Downloaded%20Videos/What%20Is%20Sharia%20%20Andrew%20March.mp4

