Speaking Truth to Power:
The Islamic Equivalence is to
Enjoin Good and Forbid Bad.
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We speak to power in three senses:

1.

To those who hold high places in our national life and bear the
terrible responsibility of making decisions for war or peace.

To the American people who are the final reservoir of power in this
country and whose values and expectations set the limits for those
who exercise authority.

. To the idea of Power itself, and its impact on Twentieth Century life.

The silence is certainly a failure to speak up...but also a failure to speak
the truth and stand for it.

Standing for something is:

1.

4.

Willingness to engage other people in a civilized discussion, with an
intent to understand.

Understanding that my beliefs are not diminished by respecting
another person’s beliefs.

. Standing for a cause because it is right, not because the other side is

wrong.
Defending my truth from a place of love and not hate.

#BlackLivesMatter, #MuslimAmericanFaces, #LoveWins and #NoWar

“speaking truth to power” is telling someone (with potential power over
you) something they don’t want to hear. The conceptis old — and it is
politically (and sometimes physically) dangerous, i.e. expect to be
harmed and expect to sacrifice.

The Hadith: The best martyr is Hamza, the uncle of the Prophet, and a
person who was killed by a tyrant because he spoke truth him.
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¢ The tyrant doesn’t want to hear that he is an evil tyrant. The evil doesn’t
want to hear that he is evil. The tyrant would typically recruit spies and
police forces to arrest the ones who say so.

¢ Regarding enjoining good and forbidding bad, people are one of four
kinds: Reformer, righteous, corrupt in himself, and the one who spreads

corruption.
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Hadith: What would be the matter of you at a time where you wouldn’t
enjoin good and forbid evil. The companions said “Is this possible
Prophet of Allah”. He replied “much worse will happen”. They said what
is worse prophet of Allah”. He replied .....
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e Surat Al-Anfal (8:25)
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And fear a punishment that will harm not only the wrong doers, and know
that Allah is sever in his punishment.

e At the time of Prophet Musa, people were deprived from the rain
because of the sin of one person...

¢ |n the battle of Uhud, the entire army was punished for the mistake of
few. This was to teach the Muslims that disobeying the Prophet SAW is
not oaky.

¢ Same thing in the battle of Hunain where the entire army was punished

because of the mistakes of few.
Al-Tawba (9:25)
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Assuredly Allah did help you in many battle-fields and on the day of Hunain:
behold! your great numbers elated you, but they availed you naught: the land,

for all that it is wide, did constrain you, and ye turned back in retreat.
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The Hadith: If one of you see evil let him change it by hand. If he can’t then
let him change it by tongue. If he can’t then let him change it by heart.

Islam is against vigilantism. The use of hands (force) is restricted to official
government law enforcements or the army.

What if you obey the tyrant or the corrupt people of power and side with
them:

Surat Ibrahim (14)
They are blaming Allah. If he would have guided us, we would have
guided you.
The speech of the Shytan
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They will all be marshalled before Allah together: then will the weak say to those
who were arrogant: "For us, we but followed you, can ye then avail us at all
against the Wrath of Allah?" They will reply, "If we had received the guidance of
Allah, we should have given it to you: to us it makes no difference (now) whether
we rage, or bear (these torments) with patience: for ourselves there is no way of
escape.”
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And Satan will say when the matter is decided: "It was Allah Who gave you a

promise of Truth: I too promised, but I failed in my promise to vou. I had no

authority over you except to call you, but ye listened to me: then reproach not

me, but reproach your own souls. I cannot listen to your cries, nor can ye listen

to mine. I reject your former act in associating me with Allah. For wrong-doers
there must be a Grievous Penalty."

Saba (34)
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The Unbelievers say: "We shall neither believe in this scripture nor in (any) that
(came) before it." Couldst thou but see when the wrong-doers will be made to
stand before their Lord, throwing back the word {(of blame) on one another! those

who had been despised will say to the arrogant ones: "Had it not been for you,
we should certainly have been believers!"
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The arrogant ones will say to those who had been despised: "Was it we who kept
you back from Guidance after it reached you? Nay, rather, it was ye who
transgressed."”
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Those who had been despised will say to the arrogant ones; "Nay! it was a plot
(of yours) by day and by night: behold! ye (constantly) ordered us to be
ungrateful to Allah and to attribute equals to Him!" they will declare (their)

repentance when they see the Penalty: We shall put yokes on the necks of the
Unbelievers: it would only be a requital for their (ill) Deeds.

Ghafir(40!
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Behold, they will dispute with each other in the Fire! the weak ones {who followed)
will say to those who had been arrogant, "We but followed you: can ye then take
(on yourselves) from us some share of the Fire?"
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Those who had been arrogant will say: "We are all in this (Fire)! truly, Allah has
judged between (His) Servants!"

Al-Ahzab (33)
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And they would say: "Our Lord! we obeyed our chiefs and our great ones, and
they misled us as to the (right) path.
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"Our Lord! give them Double Penalty and curse them with a very great Curse!"

Al-A’raf (7
The ones who followed their ancestors
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He will say: "Enter ye in the company of the Peoples who passed away before you
- men and Jinns - into the Fire. Every time a new People enters, it curses its
sister-People (that went before), until they follow each other, all into the Fire.
Saith the last about the first: "Our Lord! it is these that misled us: so give them

a double Penalty in the Fire." He will say: "Doubled for all": but this ye do not
understand.

Sad (38)
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They will say: "Our Lord! whoever brought this upon us, add to him a double
Penalty in the Fire!"
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