Interpretation of El-Forkan Chapter of Koran
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We praise Allah sophanah wa taaly and we thankdmdper witness there is no God but him and
that Mohammed was his messenger. May Allah piecepaayers be shade upon him, his house
hold, his companions and who's followers to the algudgment. Allah sophanah wa taaly greets
you in this hours and profit Mohammed (S) tellghest Allah has certain angels whose mission is
come to planet earth and seek out the human gaghttrat have gathered to praise Allah (S) and
go up again to report them to there creator. AradipfMohammed (S) said when it is the day of
judgment there will be a caller from Allah (S) wleare those who gathered in me, who
assembled in me and who visited in me. This dgyréad my shade upon them when there is no
shade but mine. We ask Allah (S) to make us amlooggtin shaa Allah. We have assembled here
to worship Allah (S) and to remind our selves & Ayat of Allah (S) and bounder upon them.

Today we will go through Surat El-Forkan. El-Forkiarthe differentiate between good and bad.
In this Sura of Koran, there is a debate with thbdlievers and attempt at convincing them by
citing the signs of Allah (S). Then comes in thHilfment of the Forkan, and in the latter part of
the Sura Allah (S) has described the believershimwvsthe contrast between them and the
unbelievers by describing to them 11 features. Aah going to take up with you today the later
part of the Sura. This part is very fit to be st upon which each and every one of us might

match him self against that standard to have sartiemwhere we stand.

In self evaluation, we judge ourselves using thageria. Allah has a rule of justice that is also
applied in the law of the land that no one is ttitte for the same crime. Same with Allah, it is
either we judge ourselves and repent, or Allah yitlge us and punish us. What is the best
choice, if we judge ourselves, then we repent Alaih judges us, then his judgment comes with

pain and punishment, so which one is better for us?
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The servant of the compassionate are those who avalkbehave humbly on earth, they are not
arrogant, they are not proud but they have thaifeaif humility. In the matter of fact, the way a
man walks tells us something about his persondltgre is a weak way of walking, arrogant way

of walking and strong way of walking. Profit Moharach(S) has a strong humble way of walking.

This meaning have come in the Koran in variousugesich as the commandments of Surat Al-

Isra
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Don't walk and behave on earth with insolence amegbecause your foot steps will not perforate

the earth and you will not be as tall as the maonstdn another place in the Koran,
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Do not swell up your cheeks to people out of pade do not walk in insolence because Allah

does not like any proud arrogant posting persoe.drbfit (S) said

any one will not enter paradise if he has in higrhan atom weight of arrogance. Any one that
has such an arrogance will be denied paradiseerd#ly of judgment. As a matter of fact, we

know that the original sin was not when Adam ane Bte from the forbidden tree, that was the
human sin. But the real original sin was beforé ttaen Allah (S) ordered the angles to prostrate
themselves to Adam and they did except Epleeseatiel am Jinn, | am created of fire and this
human is created of clay, | will not prostrate nifysge them. The real original sin was the

arrogance from Epleese that led him to commit itts¢ discrimination crime, based on race, in the
history. and therefore the feature of arroganae devilish feature. It is taken after Epleese, may

God curse him.



Second featuré:du 156 O Jdaldl v bl 13]

Those who believe and have the faith and are tivauseof Allah and walk humbly among people
and if ignorant address them their answer is piBeethe word of piece, the meaning of piece and
the behavior of piece. Because every vessel oohes fvcontains. If you have a porous vessels
and is filled with oil it will ooze oil, if it is illed with water it will ooze water, if is filled ith
ignorance it will ooze ignorance and if it is fdlevith purity it will ooze purity. Therefore, when
the ignorant address the believers, the believensod have except that fills them which is piece.

Another Hadeeth from Profit Mohammed (S) when a mwant to him and said teach me what

religion is and the profit saigs—3 -~ nobility of character, the man was not satished he

repeated the question twice and the profit repetitedsame answer, and in the fourth time the
profit said it is not to get angry. And that is wthe faithful does not get angry even if they are
revoked, they have the tranquility and the peaakthry answer those who talk to them in an

ignorant way they answer back as Koran said
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they are not equal, the good and bad so answer \Wwilckthat which is more graceful. Indeed

Allah (S) in another verse described the faithful a
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Those who control their anger and tame it, andethvdso forgive people.

If you study the people around you, you will fittbse who have faith in their hearts, their answer
will be peace even in face of ignorance and in®ut if someone has a superficial faith or not
enough faith in his heart, you find him very eas\get angered, nervous and he can not control

what he answers with.

The Khalifa of Muslims once were served with hahkrby one of his slave butlers and the slave
butler spilled the hot drink on him. He got venganso the slave started reciting the verse, Those
who tame their anger, the Khalifa said “I tame ilie slave continued the verse saying and those

who forgive people, the Khalifa said “l forgive’he slave continued reciting the remaining



portion of the verse saying and Allah loves tho$® weply back with that which more gracious,

the Khalifa then said “Go, | declare you free manthe sake of Allah”.
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The Prophet Mohamed PBUH said, the strong is rebtie who wins the fight, but the strong is
the one who tames his/her anger. This makes setseide at the moment of anger the temptation
of hatred, ego and retaliation are very strong.y@nlery strong and well spiritually developed
person will be able to control them. Indeed evemg tdhas an arm that he/she can use to hit, a
tongue that he/she can use to curse and a feetafstte can use to kick. This is easy to do, this

not the way of the strong people. The spirituaiigrsg people are the ones who hold their anger.
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The deed that is rewarded the most by Allah is wheslave of Allah swallows his anger and
grudges and tames them for the sake of Allah eleagh he/she has the power and means to

retaliate. He/she can punish, kick, hit or curse.

Omar Ibn Alcatraz R was once revoked and intimididig an ignorant person when he was the
Khlaifa of Muslims. He was about to take revengd, lrefore he responds, another companion

reminded him with the verse
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Enjoin good, be forgiving and turn away from ignadraeople. As soon as he heard the verse he
tamed his anger and turned away from that ignopemson who intimidated him. He was a
Khalifa and he can really revenge in the strond@shion, but in response to this verse of the

Koran, he swallowed his anger and turned away tlmhignorant person.
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Having described their behavior during the day wagjlhumbly and answering gently, then comes
the night, those who spend the night prostratirdystanding to Allah (S). It might be an optional

prayers, it might be just remembrance fulfilling tAyah that says

They think of Allah when they are up upright, witeery are sitting down and when they are lying

on their sides.

As a matter of fact this an indication that theseai room to get closer to God beyond the

obligatory worship, and Allah (S) in the Hadeethdp, «.ls 4> 3| L8 >\ L}\ S o8 L, My

servant should come close to me by observing thigatbry rituals and the obligatory prayers.
But this is the base line, because beyond the atblig prayers there are the optional prayers, and
we know that Allah said, my servant you keep comitmser and closer to me by observing

optional prayers until | am his eyes to see, ealgetr, hand to act and his feet to go.

Try to give part of the night to the remembrancéA\béh (S), try and seek Allah's repentance in

the small hours of the night before dawn becauséhan description in the Koran say il s

4. YL those who seek God's repentance in the early ledtin® morning.

Indeed I think if you try and give part of the nigh the remembrance of Allah (S), through some
optional prayers, you will feel the difference iouwy self. You will feel lighter that the rest of.us
You will feel that you are not so bound to eartld amud and dust, but you are a float towards the

nobility and sacredness of Allah (s).

Indeed | think in modern life, The television hasmpeted so much with remembering Allah
during the night. So many people have this telemisaddiction, but try on top of that, may be
instead of it, to give part of the night to AllaB)( As we all know, American television has
become so liberal such that it is very hard to watowvith out violating Allah's limits or doing

Haram. | remember hearing one of our scholarsritsg TV to be like another God worshipped

besides Allah (S). Because people spend their siighfront of it watching instead of spending it



in front of Allah (S) praying and they learn thgalues and life style from TV instead of Koran

and Suna of Profit Mohammed (s).

If you decide to give part of the night for Allainen make it a secret between you and Allah and
do not tell any body else. Try to sneak out ofltled so that your wife does not feel and pray in
the privacy of your living room. If you happen tave a red eye in the morning because of night

prayers and one of your friends asks you abodbitjot say it is because | was praying all night.

Allah S in Surat Almozamel made the night prayendaory for one year on all believers for half
the night. This was a training camp from Allah ke tearly Muslims who carried an incredible
load in building the Islamic empire. Just like tiag camps for soldiers. They need to be trained
first to be able to fight. Mandatory night praygmescribed on the believers was a one-year
training camp from Allah to spiritually build theudy Muslims so that they can bear the tough
conditions they had to go through to establishisteamic empire. The last Ayah in the Surat was

revealed one year after that to make the nightgoragtional.

It takes a lot of spiritual power really to do theht prayers. It is a big struggle with the
temptation of comfort and sleep. Allah S said imraBAlsajda describing the struggle of nigh

prayers
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Allah said that they push the beloved beds awaw fileeir bodies motivated by Greed to Jannah
and fear from Allah’s punishment. It is such a h#aludescription. The most beloved thing to

any human being after a long working day that lessed and another working day that is coming
is the comfortable bed. Nothing is more loved by haman being 3 o’clock in the morning than

this bed. Allah is describing that minute when &edirs push their bodies away from the beloved
beds separating two lovers from each other. Sepgrtte tired bodies from the comfortable bed
3 o’clock in the morning to get up and do nightyara. Just think how much spiritual power one

needs to be able to achieve such a thing.

What is the motive, is it to catch a late flighttordo business, no. They are motivated by love for

Allah, greed to Jannah and fear from Allah’s pumsht. What is the reward of those who do that
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Allah did not want to say what the reward is. Hel gheir reward is a surprise from me. Look
how kids for example get excited and enjoy surgrisem their parents. This is a surprise from
Allah himself. A surprise that cannot be imaginedgaessed. No single soul knows what the

surprises that | have hidden for them to please ¢yes as a reward for their hard work.

Allah S in Surat Al-Thariat described two of the shamportant features of the people of Jannah
and you can see the similarity between the two rigggm. Here Allah s is saying that they

sacrifice their sleep and their money for the safkéllah and the same in Surat Al-thariat.
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The believers are in gardens and springs enjoyiegewards of their Lords for they have done
excellent in the previous life. They used to sleepy little of the night. And they pray for
forgiveness at early dawn time. And they have alied a portion of their wealth to the poor and
needy.
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Those who say oh Allah please divert and keep dway us the torture of hell because it's torture

is a grievous affliction.

So they are not so confident about their prayedsadout their worship. Because as Sydna Abo-
Baker (R), which was the closet companion to pidithammed (S), and Allah S said about him
and other companions who came to Islam during ¢nggeution period.
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And the early believers from both Al-Mohajreen, ignants from Makkah, and Al-Ansar, local
people of Madina, and those who follow them in ttivesy Allah is pleased with them and they
will be pleased with him and he prepared from tlgardens that has rivers flowing underneath.

They dwell their forever, this is indeed the supeanctory.

This proves without any doubt that all early bedfisvare R including him, not to mention that he
is named among the ten people who are given the né@annah while still alive. Yet, he said if

one of my feet enter paradise, | do not know Gpldie for me.

So despite their worship and their optional prayerd being humble and peaceful in their talk and
behavior, still they know that it is not your tadk your worship that leads you to paradise, big# it
the grace of Allah (S). So however worshipping woe, never think that Allah has to send you to
Jannah. No, Allah does not have too because it moiesatter what we do, we will never qualify
for Jannah. This only qualifies us to be eligilide Allah’s mercy if we are not so arrogant about
what we did. The deeds are also going to determave fast we get to Jannah and how much

share of Jannah we get. As narrated in the Hadpadisy:
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Enter Jannah with my mercy and divide it among yelwes according to your deeds.

Why is it so important to keep that in mind? ClgdHere are two state of minds; the first is for

the person to feel safe from the punishment of FAldend feels that Jannah is guaranteed to



him/her. Indeed Allah doesn't like this state ofhibecause it is a recipe for disaster. This state
of mind will make the individual kick back and reland rely on false deceiving wishes of getting
the rewards without hard work and sacrifice. Thieeotstate of mind that Allah ordered us to
maintain is to always be afraid of Allah’s punishmhand not if we are going to be completely

saved from it or not as Allah said in Surat Al-Mgri
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And those who are afraid of the punishment of thend, for the punishment of their lord is not

something to feel safe from.

This state of mind will always motivate the indivad to work harder, do more progress and seek
continuous improvement. It will also make him/hdarbe himself for the shortcomings and
mistakes that he/she has committed. He becomef dlaeting soul that Allah has honored in

Surat Al-Qiama.
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| swear by the day of Judgment and | swear by é¢leokaming sould.

Indeed Allah S has described those who feel safe fiis punishment as losers. In Surat Al-Araf
(7:99)
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Are the feeling safe from the punishment of Allahdeed the ones who feel safe from the

punishment of Allah are the losers.
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When they spend, they are not too extravagant, dneynot too niggardly, because the correct
thing is the median between two extremes, the wmhgxceeding and the wrong of stopping
short off. They take a median coarse between tlecturses. Because when you are niggardly,
you are denying others their share in your wealtiy when you are too extravagant, you are

denying others their share in the money you sperygur extravagance. Allah says
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Extravagant are the brothers of the devils. Allslo gays in the commandments of Surat Al-Isra
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Do not keep your hand niggardly tied to your nduakt also do not over stretch it by spending
money and you have to seek the happy median bevausee the middle nation, and always the

right thing is the median between two wrongs, osi@ie it and one past it.
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Those who horde gold and silver and do not spertddarcause of God, give them the tidings of a

severe torture. On the other hand do not be sawagant.

One of the companions of the profit (S) with tlzee Saad Ebn Aby Wakas went to the profit to
tell him | have a daughter and | would like to galemy heritage to Allah and to Islam, the profit
explained to him that it is also in the way of All®o keep some money for his daughter because it
is better to leave them with a measure of secthép to leave them in poverty, may be extending
their hands to ask others. When Saad said well spiake to Allah two third of my wealth and the
profit said no, he said well half of my wealth aheé profit said no, he said one third of my wealth

and the profit said yes and even this is too much.

Worst thing those who are not only niggardly thestves but they order people to be niggardly
and we see examples of those, when there is ar&isidg for mosque or school not only that they

do not pay, but also they raise a voice of proaest say we are not sure where this money goes,



why do not Dr. so and so and Mr. so and so pay, #ne rich. In this way, their message to the
people is do not pay, so they are niggardly ang #ne leading people to be as niggardly as they
are. Another example for those who obstruct funsings for the sake of Allah. Using various

excuses not only they do not donate money for Atlabses, but they also prevent others from

holding fund raisings and collecting funds for Hake of Allah.
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If you are miser and niggardly, this is all agaigeturself. For Allah is not needy. He is self

sufficient and what ever you give, you give for sgrlf as Allah said

Whatever you give you are giving for your self. Fdlah will save it for you until you come to
meet him. You find what you have advanced to ydumseiltiplied many times by Allah and

waiting for you.

The prophet Mohamed PBUH said
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Allah S has given the share of sustenance of peoplp to the rich people. And the poverty and

hunger of any poor person is caused by the fatrmhaperson. Allah is going to judge the holding

rich harshly and punish them severely.
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Those who do not associate with Allah another Gl might think that it is strange if someone
associates with Allah (S), because you are thinkibgut the old form of association which is
someone worshipping an idle. But this is not thly éorm of association. We see other forms of
association. Some is related by Koran and othersedated by the common contemporary life

around us.

One of them described by the Korasi s» 44| J&) s o1

Did you see the one who take his temptations asttede or whim, as God.

How is that, there are people who are at the areads between what God orders and between
what their temptations, desires and instincts tt&in to. They turn their back to God and let the
decision go according to their temptations, desaras$ instincts, and when something or someone
else than Allah (S) dictates your action it is Bsugh you are worshipping this thing or that
person instead of Allah (S), because you are si&#eat this or that person. This is happening in
many forms in our life. For example, when a Musliitomen takes off the Hegab, Islamic dress, to

wear fashion dress, she is associating with Al&hher temptations and modes.

And let us just think deeply hear for one seconthAS created the temptations inside us and he
gave them strong influence over us. The strongp@sg that influence our behavior is temptations.
Naturally, any person is a slave of his/her tenquat unless this person has a more powerful
thing to influence his behavior. And this is whytbnly way to free our selves from slavery to
temptations is to have something else that we hudde dear to ourselves than pleasing and
satisfying our own temptations. And this is thedmf Allah S, the strong desire and greed to
enter his Jannah and the strong fear from his porest. If Allah is more dear to us than
ourselves, then we will give pleasing Allah a ptioover pleasing our own temptations. We will
sacrifice comfort, precious time, money, effort aweén life for his sake because he is more dear
to us than our own selves and his pleasure is imgrertant to us than our own. This is the only

way to free ourselves from slavery to temptatioms @here is no other way.

This is why faith is a blessing from Allah S, otivese we will be like animals, totally controlled
by temptations. This is why slavery to Allah isédem because it frees us from slavery to all

other non merciful Gods and influences and makiheislaves of the merciful companionate one.



He allows us to enjoy the Hallal temptations, amd diso reward us for enjoying them, for

example sexual temptatiokis.» V.(.\;-T 2

This concept also explains why the rituals of wagrskike prayers and reading Koran, are non
tempting. Because if they are tempting, then theite be no test of submission. If prayer is
tempting, then how is it demonstrated that youpeging to please Allah not your temptations.
How do we know that you are working for Allah not fyour temptations. This is why singing is

can not be the right prayer because singing is tiegp

And Allah is so generous, he says, you submit taneperform the non tempting worship to me,
and | will then reward you for enjoying your Hatamptations. You go to work, and you are really
working for your temptations, not for God, but yare doing the Halal work and you have been
performed the non tempting rituals of worship, tiAdiah will reward you out of his generosity.

But with these two conditions, you must observertbe tempting worship first and then seek the
Hallal temptation second. Not like that famous Yodkncer who was said Work is worship and |
am working, then | am worshiping by dancing. Nointention that making Muslims happy is a
good deed and | make Muslims happy when they waieldance. So, | get double rewared from
Allah. This interview with her was published in afficial newspaper and | don’'t know if people

really were convinced that when she dances in fafnnen with her under ware, then she is

worshiping, or not.

To further demonstrate this concept, let us lookhet example that Allah is describing in Surat

Al-Insan

They give the food that they need very much topther, orphans and POW. You notice here how
Islam treats prisoners of war and give tremendeusrd to those who feed them. But aside from
this issue, the natural behavior of somebody whauisgry and have a limited amount of food is
to eat it. It is my food, | earned it, | worked ddor it, | do not have any other food, and | ara th
most deserving one to this food. This is the nona this is what the temptation of every human
being would be. But here, because those peoplmspaed with the love of Allah and fear of the
day of judgment, they gave away their food fordake. How this works, it works in the following

way, those people loved Allah S more than themselaad as a result they gave priority to his



pleasure over pleasing themselves and satisfyieg bunger. See how the love of Allah freed
those people from slavery to temptations. Beingia slave of Allah will free us from all kinds of

slavery to temptations, worldly pressures and naliem.

When people take Jesus as God besidetflieds indeed is association. The Koran said
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They took their breasts and monks as Gods insteAdatn(S), and the Messiah the son of Mary.
When the son of Hatem heard this Ayah and he w@bkrestian, he went to profit Mohamed (S)
and said, oh profit of Allah we do not worship dwmeasts and our monks, then profit Mohammed
asked him, who permits you to do the Haram or ftghjiou from doing the Hallal, or who gives
you the orders of does and don’ts, even if it igiagf what is mentioned in the Bible. He said they
do. Then profit Mohamed (S) said, as long as theyyaur arbiters, your referees and the ones

that set Halal and Haram it is as though you aneskpping them.

Allah S is the one who owns the right to set thddiand Haram. He is the one who creates and

he is the only one that can give orders of doesdamds as he said
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To him belongs the creation and the commands of dod don’ts. In today’s life, legislators are
playing this role of making things legal and illegRart of this society is legislators who are
playing the role of God by making laws and the wdsthe society are slaves of these laws and

regulations.

Also, the Koran tells us about the Farro when he daam your highest God and people would
side with him and take him as God. But that wag lbme ago. Today if you look in our present
day life in Muslim countries, you will find sever&lerros, or puppet thugs, who are ruling the
Muslims and oppressing them, and you find those allay themselves with them, follow and

support them. This indeed is association with A{l@hand Allah is gathering all of them together

in hell fire.
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Allah is describing the followers of the puppetdhieerros when they argue with their leaders in
hell fire and blame them. They say, we are heraudmx we followed your orders, can you now
save us and take away from us part of the punishrttenleaders reply, basically get lost, we are

equally doomed to hell fire for Allah has alreadgged between us.

And in another verse, they say, oh Allah, thosetlageones who misguided us, we pray to you to

double their punishment, Allah replies double tenthand double to you as well.

And you can see this kind of slavery to differdmrt Allah when you ask them, how dare you to
do something like this which is awfully Haram, threply “, s«L— s Ui” | am a slave to my boss
who carries out his orders. This way, they arefy@st) against themselves with their own tongues
that they are slaves to other than Allah. And yan ollow the chain and see. Every one of them,
says | am a slave to my boss ordered by him, yotogbe boss and ask him, he also gives the
same answer, and you keep following the chain ofroand all the way up, you find the Shitan at

the end of the chain. And this is why in Surat Yia&llah is talking about those who follow the

inspiration of the Satan and implement his Satalgas,
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Did not | advise you sons of Adam not to be slaaeShitan and his motives, for he is your clear

obvious enemy no doubt about it.
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And follow the straight path by worshiping me
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And you have seen him leading astray lots of yadn’'tdyou have minds to think.

Another kind of worship that we witness today igesce worship. Men worship human minds.
Indeed over the last two century people become adhaath the scientific discoveries, they
seafaring the secrets of nature and instead eftieng those secretes to remember the one who

created them, they are becoming arrogant of themkedge and discoveries. They say it is the



human mind who found that, so every thing to us belarbitrated by the human mind. We do not
need a bronze-age religion to tell us what to do what not to do, what is right and what is
wrong, we can do the thinking our selves and figuat. The catch here is which human mind
should be the arbitrator. The mind of the homoskxwathe feminist or the liberal or the

conservative or the believer or the non believewbo exactly. Human minds are very different

and they vary from one extreme to the other. Selwbie is the one that arbitrates.

The first and most important question you will ls&ed when you enter the grave is, Who is your
God?. Remember that you cannot lie then becausieigriife, your brain is alive and you can
make up stories and lies. But then, your braineaddand you can not lie any more. The soul is
going to answer according to what was controllitsgbiehavior in this life. The soul is going to
give the answer, | was a slave of temptation,wa$ a slave of Money, power, women, pleasure,

...etc.

Allah (S) has made it clear in the Koran that asgiog with him another deity is absolutely not
forgiven by him, he said in Surat Al-Nisa in twdfdrent locations (4:48&116)
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Allah will not forgive association with him, but meay forgive any other sin to whom he wants.

These two verses are very important in answerieggtiestion that many of us have about those
who die associating with Allah another deity. Idafl going to forgive them? The answer is here
in this verse from Allah himself, plain and cleand repeated twice to confirm the same exact
meaning Allah will not forgive any body who assaedwith him, period. Why it is so important
for us to know that, because we will then reallpragiate the greatest blessing ever that Allah has
bestowed on us by guiding us to Islam. When we ktiaw others who associate with Allah S are
not forgiven then we deeply feel how much favorahllhas given us by guiding us to Islam.
Otherwise, if those who associate with Allah magoabe forgiven, then they are more lucky than
us. They go to Jannah and they did not have to @radsst or be bothered with does and don'ts.
But of course this is not the case, if Allah watiotgive Jannah to someone, then Allah will guide
him or her to Islam. Allah S says in Surat Al-An@ril25)
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Whoever Allah wants to guide, he makes his cheshdp Islam and whoever Allah wants to
misguide he makes his chest tight to Islam and talateathe as though he is flying up into the

skies.

Aside from the fact that this is one of the scientniracles of the holly Quran that when you fly
it is harder to breathe because there is less oxymed that was not known at the time of the
Prophet PBUH because flying was not possible, sefogus here on the message of this verse.
That the will of Allah is based on his knowledgehé knows that somebody is worthy of Jannh,
he guides him by opening his chest to Islam are iknows that another is not, he misguides him
by closing his chest to Islam. Allah the one whoages which soul is guided by birth or by
conversion because he the one that decides whighsslbborn to which family in which culture at
which time. He gets to decide who gets guided Hyeeibirth or conversion and who gets to be

misguided by also birth or conversion based orstpmeme complete knowledge.

Knowing that, we thank Allah deeply from the bottofrour heart for the most important favor of

the countless number of his favors on us.

We always hear or say this meaning at the beginoireyery Friday Khotabah regardless of the

speaker. We always say at the beginning of eveotldh
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Which is verse 17 in surat Al-Kahf (18:17). But de not pay attention to the meaning. It means
that Allah is the one who gets to choose who desaiw be guided and who does not. Aboo Talib,
the uncle of the Prophet PBUH, his dedication amise to Islam were magnificent, he raised
the Prophet when he was young after the deathsajriand father and worked hard defending him
and protecting him to deliver his message. He wearcerated with the rest of Banu Hashim and
the Muslims in Shib Abo Talib for three years aimeyt all starved to almost death in this
concentration camp. With all of this service andidation, Allah decided that his soul does not
deserve Jannah and he did not guide him and headiachon Muslim. The prophet tells us that he
is in hell fire. This clearly also tells us thadibes not matter how much service and dedication to
Islam or the community or to humanity a personfithis person is not Muslim then as Allah

clearly said in Surat Al-Omran (3:91)
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Those who die as Kufar, Allah will not accept fradhem their deeds even if they are as big as
spending as much as an earth full of gold in chantd they have a sever painful punishment in

the day of judgment and they will not find any bddyprotect them from the punishment of Allah.

The same meaning was emphasized two times in SAleBaqra (2:161&276) and Surat
Mohamed (47:34).

While it is all decided based on Allah’s perfectdaupreme knowledge, it is important for us to

know that Allah’s knowledge is not the reason fomgbody to disbelief. Allah just knows the

choices that this person will make ahead of timeabse he is&—xJl 4 =", which means that his

knowledge is not constrained by time or space.hAHanself is not controlled by time or space
and is not restricted by time or space in any wafpon. He is the one who created the time and
space and he is the one who contains them, anddtheyt contain him. Allah S describes this
fact about himself in a very simple way in the Quiso that the simple human mind can
understand it. He says in Surat Al-Hadeed (57:3)
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He is the first and nothing was before him, héneslast and nothing is after him. He is the inward
of every thing and he is the outward of every thiagd he has full knowledge of all things. We
human beings are contained and controlled by tintespace, we did not exist before our birth
and we will not exist after our death. We are cod in time between the time of birth and time
of death. Not only that, but we are also controbbgdime. We can not move freely in time, time
controls us. Allah is the one who creates timecdrains the time by being the one before time
and the one after time, he also is not controlietirbe, he is in control of time and he knows the
future because nothing can take place without hswkedge and permission first. He knows
which soul is worthy of Jannah and which soul i$ Io@sed on his knowledge of the choices of
this soul, and based on his supreme perfect combietwledge, he gets to decide who to guide to
Islam by either birth, or conversion and who toguigde away from Islam by also either birth or

conversion.



Some people use that to blame Allah S for theirtakiess. They say, it is Allah’s fault, if he
wanted, he would have guided us and we would haweshiped him alone. So it is his fault.
Allah responded to this in the Koran by callingrthiars. Allah Said in Surat Al-Zokhruf (43:20)
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And they said, if Al-Rahaman wanted, we would hawéworshiped them, they are not speaking

out of any knowledge, they are lying.

Allah is not the one to blame, his knowledge is that one to blame for the mistakes committed
by others. They can never escape his supreme kdgldut his knowledge was not the reason
for them to make evil choices, it is that they m#usse choices themselves and Allah knew about

it ahead of time because of his powers and ability.

Allah also allowed them to make these evil choatfésr knowing about them. If Allah wanted, he

would have prevented them just like what happenette story of the Muses and the righteous
believer. The righteous believer killed the boydsh®n the knowledge that he received from
Allah that the boy will grow up to be a wicked cimal and he is going to show hell to his parents.
Out of mercy to his parents, he killed him hopihgttAllah will replace them with a righteous

child. This is an example of a case where Allahv@nés a person from doing the evil that he
wants to do. As a reward and honor to the rightgrauents, Allah S wanted to protect them from
this terrible experience, so Allah gave the knogtetb the righteous believer that decided to kill

the boy.
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They do not kill the soul that Allah made Sacreadept by a lawful cause. Allah (S) said

commenting on the two sons of Adam, the brothdingilhis own brother,
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On this account we decreed upon the children @felsithat whoever kill the soul for another
reason than man slaughter or corruption in the, lamdll be as though he killed all man kind and

whoever saved the life it will be as though he gaaléman life.

We live the gang's era, and people killing. Also see people sending troops to kill other
innocent people for the sake of materialism anategjic interests. This is all against the will of
Allah (S). Do you believe it, last century 180 maifi people were killed, not died no killed, in
wars. In world war 1, Il and 72 major wars. Comptms number to all the people that were killed
in all the battles of Prophet Mohamed PBUH fromhbsitles. They do not exceed 500 and guess

who is the bloody ones.

In the state of war profit Mohammed (S) instructesdthat it has to be a war for the sake of right
not the sake of wrong, and it has to be a war dtept values not to violate them. This falls under

the lawful cause that Allah stated in the verse.

Sometime ago, there was a chap on the free wayamhn shooting at the passing cars, and he
kiled someone. When he was arrested and asked hehgaid well, | felt like killing someone.
This is the degradation of the human intellect led hhuman heart, this is not the nobility of

humanity, this is where humanity becomes less #mamal hood.

Some other types of killing, and they are invokediaty, the question of abortion when there is a
living human being inside its mother womb. And witih a pressing reason to save the life of the

mother, she just goes to the doctor and she sagatlan abortion and she gets an abortion.

Also the crime of suicide, | do not have the righkill myself, | do not own myself, because I did

not create myself.
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They do not commit adultery, they do not fornicaiied whoever does that his lot will be sins over
sins and his punishment in the day of judgment bglidoubled, and he will remain in this torture

for good.

Adultery is the greatest obstacle before our yontAmerica to become good Muslims. It runs
against the current of society to ask our youtlveéachaste and pure. But we would like to give
some idea how to convince our youth with the casehastity. If you give them the health

statistics and the heavy toll that adultery ex&o the society and the individual in the terms of
health, life, money, venereal diseases and bro&emlies. That will be a very strong evidence

against the case of liberal sex.

Another approach is to tell them that | believeha equality between the sexes, who does, all of
them will agree, | believe of justice, who does$,0althem will agree. Then tell them that | would
to propose to you that any relation between twaviddals, the consequence of which are not
shared equally by both can not be just, and thesealy then tell them that in a situation of liberal
sex, it is the women who is the looser all the tithehe is deserted, if she is aborted, if shasig
away the baby for adoption, or if she lands wittey without a father, she is the looser, can this
be just, they will say no, therefore this is theyvslam figures it. There has to be a contract, to
authenticate the mutual rights and responsibilitiethe man and the woman vis-a-vis one another

and vis-a-vis the children after them.

Parents should discuss this openly with their cbiid If they do not do, they will be probably the

only ones who do not.

Prophet Mohamed PBUH has used a similar logicataggi to convince a young man. When the
man came to him and said, oh Profit of Allah, allme& to commit adultery, so the prophet asked
him do you accept it for your mother, daughteristes, the man said no, then the Prophet said,
then how come do you accept it for other peopledhars, daughters and sisters. Unfortunately,
this approach that works in the societies that @atgork, would not work here. An Imam came
from the Middle East to an Islamic center in Amari®One of the members came to him

complaining about his son dating a girl friend dm@ddoes not know how to stop him. The Imam



said, no problem, | know the solution, just bringhito me. When the boy came to meet the
Imam, the Imam asked him the traditional questiDo. you accept it for your sister. The

surprising answer that left the Imam speechlessyabhs so what. He was astonished. He could
not believe how the no jealousy infection from #hmerican society has destroyed the natural

jealousy that Allah has created in the heart oflttegher towards his sister’'s honor to the extent

that the word honor<s 2" has disappeared from the American dictionary.

There are two characterizations of adultery innlsknd we have to be clear about them. There is
adultery which constitutes a legal crime, and Fos to be so, there has to be four withesses who
can identify the couple and who see the actual ¢et@mgexual act. If this pertains, that would be a
legal crime and the public prosecutor can go ala@abprosecute. Of course this is very difficult
to attain and it was meant to be very difficult dtiain. It is almost impossible to have four
witnesses if adultery is committed in secret behtfased doors because the objective of the

Islamic law of Sharia is to catch those who go mudhly and not to invade the privacy of people.

But there is the other characterization of adujtand that being a sin. Even this does not fulfill
the criteria of the legal crime, but it is a sindavhereas you can hide yourself from the people,
you can hide yourself from the witnesses, you aait tehind closed doors and the law will have
no access to you, you will never escape the walt@yk of Allah (S) because he is with you all
the time. Therefore, this is the adultery whickhis sin. It is a grave and heinous sin. According t
this verse, the lot will be sins over sins, theipoment will be doubled on the day of judgment,

and adulterers stay in it for ever.



Then Allah says
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Except those who repent, and acquire faith, andigltteous deeds, and for those Allah will
change their sins into charities and Allah is femgy and merciful. Wow how generous is Allah.
He changes the sins to charities to the extentitheds narrated in the Hadeeth that the prophet
Mohamed said that sinners who repented will mentiar old sins that are wiped from their
records in front of Allah because Allah is convagtitheir sins into charities and they want more

of these charities.

So the door of repentance and self correction dewaipen, and Allah (S) in the Hadeeth Kodsy
says, you child of Adam, you approach me with athefall of sins and then you come to me, and
repent and worship me, and | approach you withaathdull of forgiveness. So those who have
not fallen into sins, better remain out of it, aihdse who have fallen into sins, do not despair

because Allah’s mercy has no limit.

The concept of Allah’s mercy and forgiveness is ofighe most misunderstood concepts of
religion. While Allah S has intended this concefasinvite the people who are outside of the
straight path to repent and go back to it, we takihe other way around. We take it as an
invitation to commit sins and remain in them anentitount on the mercy of Allah S. This indeed
was not the purpose of which Allah has made higifeness available for us. All the verses of the
Koran and the Ahadeeth that talks about the mendyfargiveness of Allah was meant to invite
people who are committing sins to repent and cotregir path and never despair the mercy of
Allah. It does not matter what kind of sin that yloave committed, Allah is willing to forgive it

with sincere repentance. Mercy and forgiveness lEhAis a ramp that takes you back into the
straight path if you have made an exit by mistake iais not an invitation and encouragement for

us to exit the straight path, remain out of it, #meh count on the mercy and forgiveness of Allah.

The Prophet Mohamed S has clearly explained thidtetHadeeth:
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Some people are deceived by the false wishes ahAlimercy, they claim to have good hopes in

Allah and good intensions, | swear by Allah thatlare liars, if they have good hopes in Allah,



then they would have done good deeds. In othersyamk should only have good hopes of Allah
if he/she has done good deeds, but good hopeslah’&lmercy and good intensions cannot be

used to justify bad deeds.

There is a big difference between having good hapeallah and falling into false deceiving

wishes in Allah’s mercy. False deceiving wishea @assive state of mind where the individual is
following his/her temptations and justifying thaittlhvgood hopes in Allah’s mercy and good
intensions. But having good hopes in Allah’s mersya positive state of mind where the
individual is struggling with his/her temptationsdafighting them and he is hoping to qualify for

the mercy of Allah as a result for his/her struggle

Allah S is warning us from falling into this trap Surat
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It is not according to your wishes or the wishethefpeople who were given the book before you,
whosoever does a bad deed will be punished fardtkee will find no body to protect him from

the punishment of Allah.

Also at the end of Surat Al-Kahf, Allah S said

2
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The one who has hope when meeting his Lord shonlgobd deeds and do not associate in the

worship of his Lord any other false deity.

The bottom line is that indeed it is good to repeoin sins, but it is much better not to commit
them in the first place. Certainly no one can fabah by saying to him or herself, | will enjoy
these Haram temptations now, and then repent @isobeying Allah puts the disobedient at very
high risk of either a punishment in this world ifioam of a car accident, a disease or a calamity,
or a punishment in the hereafter if he/she forgetails to repent before death. When people

grow older, it is harder to change themselves higdi$ why we always say

"wyu&ig;@a”



Whatever a person is used to doing when he/sheusgy will most likely be the same when

he/she grows older.

The person who thinks of fooling Allah by enjoyiltaram temptations now and repent later

when they grow older is either one of two:

If he/she is a person that Allah loves, then ANalh send him the punishment in this world to

wake him up as Allah S said in Surat Alsajda
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We will give them the small punishment of this vabblefore they get the big sever punishment of

the hereafter so that they make wake up and repent.

The other possibility is if he/she is a person tAah dislikes, then Allah will not send any
punishment in this world but he saves all the pumisnt to him/her in the hereafter. Allah will
close the heart of this person against repentandettas person becomes slave of temptations

until he dies and then it is the pay back time.
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The servants of the compassionate are those wmotdgive a false testimony. And indeed there
are those who do. In certain societies, you cangbwytness to come and give false testimony in
court. But together with these are those who hbk#p false witness. Also, those who violate
general elections as happen in some countrieseTdrerthose who help doing that, and all this

comes under false testimony.
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When they come along a conversation, argument @ebate which is vane talk, random talk,

futile talk, that is not worthy of respectable pkof be engaged in, then they do not stay, and in

honorable avoidance they just go away and lea\Beitause this—+, worthless talks, arguments

and debates, is not among the features of thefdhith

Indeed Allah S dislikes worthless talks, argumertd debates because he in so many places of

the Koran has described believers as the ones tali@way from such vane.

In Surat Aimomenoon
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Imam Al-Shafii may Allah be pleased with him hasuaprise for us. We might think that the most
vocal and knowledgeable person is the one who whesdebate. But Imam Al-Shafii says
otherwise, he said “Every time | argue with a sahblWwin and every time | argue with an ignorant
person, he wins”. So in a group of knowledgeablepje the most wise and knowledgeable
among them wins the debate, but in a mix of knogdathle and ignorant people, the most
ignorant one among them is the one who wins theatéelIhis fact is true for a very simple
reason, you cannot reason with an ignorant petdenmight quote the wrong Hadeeth and the
wrong verse in the Quran and use them in the wraagto prove his/her point by means of silly
arguments or loud voice. He might also exaggenadefigp facts to prove his/her point. He might
simply reject a verse in the Koran or a clear Htdd®at opposes his/her point of view using silly

arguments.



Using silly arguments should be an alarm for thigeler that it is time to end the conversation.
One brother was arguing with the Sheikh that mkay for him not to fast Ramadan because he
has good intensions. Fasting makes him grumpy ahdbie to work and this is why he does not
fast. It is not because he has the bad intensialiisobeying Allah, no no he loves Allah so much
and he has very good intensions. It is just becéasaeg is inconvenient to him and makes him
not able to work. He cannot give up his morningfe®fand breakfast, and he cannot survive
without his lunch. As soon as he made this siluarent, the Sheikh knew it is time to end the
debate and he told him that he is speechless beoatisis strong argument and he really does not

know what to say. He greeted him with peace artd lef

Of course it is a silly ridiculous argument to wgEd intensions to justify bad deeds. Just like a
good deed does not justify bad intensions, goaghsions does not justify bad deeds. Otherwise,
one can kill and justify that with good intensiohike 911 for example, or one can justify all kinds

of bad deeds with good intensions.

Another brother who had a girl friend that he isnoaitting adultery with was arguing with the
Sheikh that it is okay to violate one rule of tkégion. It is just one single rule that he is waitdhg
and no body is perfect. We are all sinners. Evely af us must break at least one rule and Allah
should forgive us for that. At the beginning theelBh was not sure if this guy is an ignorant
Muslim who is trying to make silly arguments orikea sincere confused Muslim. So the Sheikh
gave him the benefit of the doubt and he assunedchthis a sincere confused Muslim. He started
explaining to him that scholars have discussedi$ise, how many rules of Islam a person has to
violate before he/she gets the curse from Allahwaany rules, five, ten or twenty?. All scholars
agreed that it is only by one rule, violating onéeris enough to bring the curse of Allah. Their
evidence is that Satan was permanently cursed lay Adr violating just one rule one time. Adam
has also violated one rule but he was forgiven. Méthe difference? Adam regretted his sin and
cried for forgiveness but Satan insisted and heensdtly argument that he is better than Adam
because Adam is a piece of dirt and he is frormtitde fire. So let us not follow the path of the
Satan and insist on disobeying Allah and make sitjuments. Let us follow the path of Adam
and repent. Specially that the Satan has brokemuegust one time, but the brother is breaking
the same rule many times. He is committing not amlg adultery, but he is committing it every
day and this makes Allah angry. The brother reghed do you know that Allah is angry with me
for breaking just one rule, did you ask him? Attthaint the Sheikh realized that the brother is
nothing but an ignorant Muslim who is trying to readilly arguments. The sheikh replied that he

is really impressed by this argument that he datsnow how to answer it. He is so speechless



and it is time for him to leave. He greeted himhwpteace and left. This is exactly what Allah
ordered in surat Alkasas (28:55)
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When they recognize vane worthless talks and argtsnthey turn away from the ignorant people

saying you have your deeds and we have our deedsebe on you, we are not

Allah S has made fun in Surat AImodather (74:52)loyse who expect him to send an official

letter from him. Allah S says
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Allah is not going to send a letter from himselfxgz person, you are doing something Haram,
better stop it. Allah S has given us list of dosl @on’ts in the Koran and Sunnah of Prophet
Mohamed and he clearly said that these are hisdawigs, whomsoever violates them, he/she is
inviting the anger and curse from Allah. Arguin@tihow do you know Allah is angry with me

for violating just one rule is indeed a silly argemt.

We should also recognize that not all debateslasr cuts. Some issues are controversial and we
should be prepared to have an open heart and anropel when debating them. For example
debating political issues, who is better GeorgehBaisJohn Kerry? Or debating variable Sharia
issues, such as how many athans we make before aluoma or two, or how may Raka of
Traweeh should we pray, 20 or 8, ...etc. Those Slssiges that are variable from one Mathhab
to another, one school of thought to another orsmhmelar to another. For these debates, believers
must respect and tolerate other opinions for therao clear cut in these issues. Unlike the
constant Sharia issues. If two people are debatingtant Sharia issues, it is a clear cut. The one
who wants to comply with Sharia is right and the erho does not want to comply is wrong. It is
a clear cut and there is no room for debates isetigsues, but there is a big room for debates and

discussions in political issue and variable Shiasaes.

There are two extremes when dealing with issuesetis the western extreme where all issues are
debatable. There is nothing to them which is regduahd respected as an absolute truth. To them,
every thing is debatable, the existence of Goeimthble and God himself is debatable. The have

nothing which is absolute truth and they have mgHike Sharia. This is why we hear all these



debates about abortion and homosexual marriagesuBe to them, every thing is debatable. It is
just a matter of finding enough people who areimglto support a certain opinion. This is the left

extreme of the west.

The other right extreme is the extreme of everyass black and white. No issue is debatable at
all. It is my way or the highway. And indeed Isl@the middle path between these two extremes.
We Muslims have an area which we regard as anaiesiouith and do debate is acceptable in this
area. Which is the six pillars of faith, the fivélgrs of worship, the authenticity of Quran and
Sunnah and the fixed part of Sharia. Any one whioatks in these areas is either an ignorant
Muslim or a Kafir. On the other hands, we havealalg Sharia issues, variable from one Mathhab
to another and variable from one scholar to anptredt we have other areas as well that are open

for debates.

A very famous example of this is what happenedmdutine battle of Badr. The Prophet Mohamed
has selected a certain position for the Muslim atongamp in. Alhabab Ibn Almonther came to
Prophet Mohamed asking first “Is this position tixati have selected an order from Allah or is it
based on your consultation, wisdom and war expeei®hThe Prophet answered. “It is based on
my consultation, wisdom and war experience”. Hd #aiis is not the best choice. This land is low
and it will be muddy and slippery if it rains artdg far away from water. Let us go to this high
land, it will be dry and close to water, we drinkdaprevent our enemies from drinking. The

Prophet said it is a good idea and he changedosiign.

The two lessons to learn from this is first the gjioen asked by Al-Habab Ibn Almonther, is it an
order from Allah, if yes, then we listen and obly. arguments, no ifs and buts. We immediately
comply. We don’t know better than Allah. And thssdlways the attitude of the Muslim towards
the orders of Allah, no arguments, no ifs and batsjmmediately comply. He had to make sure

first that it is not in this area before he stardiscussion or a debate.

The second lesson to learn is the lesson of catmrtwhen dealing with variable issues. The
location is a war issue that is subject to humasdwin and judgment. For these issues, there is
big lesson to learn from the Prophet, he did ngt sdat, who are you, how dare are you to
guestion my decision. | am a Prophet of God, whoyaru. No, he used the concept of Shura,
consultation when dealing with these issues andotiechwith Shura decision even when it came

against his opinion. The opposite of Shura is stutiess and dictatorship. There is a big lesson



for us to learn here. Do we practice Shura like Rinephet Mohamed PBUH or do we practice

stubbornness and dictatorship?
So in summary The Islamic attitude towards trutth debates are as follows:

1. Islam regards the area of faith and constant Steerian absolute truth that is not open for
debate at all
2. Islam orders the use of Shura or consultation dkaseuseful wise debates and discussions

regarding all other issues

This way Islam is taken the middle path betweentti® extremes. When comparing Islam to
other religions, we find that in Christianity forample, all issues are debatable. The Christian
creed is similar to the Shehada in Islam. WhildMeslims Shehada is not debatable at all, there
are two main Christian creeds and the Christiaedabating all the time about them. If you feel
surprised about that, wait. Christianity is 600 rgealder than Islam. | can see the Muslims
debating the Shehada 600 years from today. Toddysims are debating what earlier Muslims

have regarded as an absolute truth. We are foltptina same path, slowly but surely.

This is exactly what the Prophet Mohamed has predid¢ie said
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The Prophet PBUH said, you will follow the pathtbbse who came before you step by step even
if they have entered the house of the lizard, yduemter the same house. The companion said,
which people that came before us you meant, did mean the Christians and the Jews, the

Prophet replied, who else.

We are following their path, slowly but surly. Ooé the problems that the Muslim Ommah

suffers from today is the westernization, in paaic the western infection of debating the divine
law of Sharia. We all came from Muslim countrieatthave absolutely no respect to Sharia laws.
In Egypt for example, the divine Sharia laws ardorger adopted as the laws of the land since
1885, this is about 120 years where the law ofahd is not in compliance with the divine Sharia
laws. | have listened to many debates that tookepia Cairo between members of the Islamic

movement and members of the secular movement dgbitie applicability of Sharia in today’s



life. Compare this to the condition of Muslims 3@€ars ago for example, if any person went to
the market in a Muslim country and tried to deliate applicability of Sharia, the public will cut

him into pieces. And | am not talking here abodtadars that are going to cut him into pieces, no
| am talking about the average Muslim, the lay canrMuslim, the street man. The uneducated
who sells vegetables. To all Muslims regardlesgdication, debating this issue was an act of
Kufr. Nowadays, this issue is debated and debatddchallenged over and over again on public

television in Muslim land and the Sharia is excliiff®@m ruling Muslims and no body moves.

And what is next, debating the authenticity of Swnnah, then debating the authenticity of the
Koran, then debating the meaning of Shehada thdm@mp in hell fire. God knows what will
happen 600 years from today. | pray to Allah tolzkéore | see the authenticity of the Koran being

debated among Muslims.

Members of the secular movement who claim to be livhgsuse silly arguments to justify

excluding the Sharia, the divine laws of Allah,rfrauling. One of their most silly arguments is

that Koran is holly and divine as long as it is@tten text in the Moshaf. As soon as humans read
this text, interpret it and implement it, then édomes human and it is no longer divine or holly.
So when Allah says in the Koran, do not Kkill, itdwine, holly and undebatable as long as it is
written in the book, but as soon as we read itewtdnd as an order from Allah and enforce it, it
becomes human and it is no longer holly, divin@imdebatable. What really frustrates me is not
that they make such silly arguments, what reallgthates me is that so many undecided Muslims

from the so called educated class buy into thélyeasguments.

We Muslims who live in the west are also undernailar threat. It is a fact that all diseases are
contagious, specially spiritual diseases. We livéhe western world and one of the diseases that
sneaks into our hearts without us noticing is theeake of debating all issues. We get

Americanized slowly but surly.

There are two kinds of Americanization and oneessldangerous than the other. There is the
Americanization of practice and there is the Amamization of hearts. Our hearts are getting
Americanized slowly without us feeling it. Our hisaslowly love un Islamic American practices

and hate Islamic practices. This creates strongtions towards un Islamic practices that lead

us to debate the Sharia rules that reject them.

While we condemn governments of Muslim countriesdrcluding the Sharia from the life of

Muslims to please superpowers, we also should examourselves. Part of Sharia is the



responsibility of the Islamic government, but werdndwo other parts; one is the responsibility of
the Muslim community and the other is the respdhityibof the Muslim individual on the

personal level. Before condemning others, let wk lat ourselves. Are we excluding parts of
Sharia from our lives to please others or to pleasetemptations. There are two very serious

violations of Sharia that are widely spread in community:

The first one is back biting and gossiping. Theran overwhelming evidence in the Koran and
Sunnah forbidding Muslims from backbiting one amottAllah have used a disgusting example
in Surat Alhujorat to describe back biting. Allaki& (49:12),
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Do not backbite one another. Do any of you like#b the flesh of his brother or sister after he is

dead? And if one does that, wouldn’t you be disggistom him/her.

The Prophet PBUH defined backbiting as

Backbiting is to mention something bad about youothleer when he is not present. One
companion asked, oh Prophet Mohamed, even if wkaid is true, the Prophet replied, if what
you said is true, then you have backbitten him,ibuthat you have said is not true, then it is a

combination of backbiting and slander.

One of the most silly arguments that | heard tdifyubackbiting is “I backbite this brother and he
backbites me as well so we are even”. May be ydh be even as far as the rights towards one
another, but none of you is even as far as theésiighAllah are concerned. Both of you are like
the one who drank Alcohol together, you paid far wttle and he paid for your bottle, but both of
you are accountable to Allah for disobeying hiseosd

This backbiting is not doing our community any gobtstead of getting busy working to save
ourselves, children, spouses, and brothers aretsist Islam and in humanity, we are busy eating
the flesh of each other. Backbiting is nothing datexpression of hate. The punishment of Allah

is that we get more divided and we hate one an@Wem more. Allah makes us punish each other



by exchanging hates and backbites. This is justtisiworld, and his sever punishment is waiting

in the day of judgment for those who do not repent.

If a brother or a sister is doing something wrotigen get together with him or her in a very
private meeting and then kindly talk him or her oéit. If they insist and use silly arguments,
then just make Dua’a for them in your prayers agpcgain later. Or try to avoid meeting them or

talking to them or about them if you think thatréhés no hope.

The second serious violation that is widely spri@agur community is the issue of Hijab. Allah S

has ordained and described Hijab in the Koranrieetldifferent locations

Alnoor (24:31)
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This Ayabh literally calls for a Khimar that is lormough to cover the opening of the dress on the

chest.

Alahzab (33:59)
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This Ayah literally calls for a long Gilbab. Thelab is wide enough not to show the contours of

the body and long enough not to show the legs.

Alnoor (24:60)
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Those who are if reminded with the Ayat of Allahittwthe signs of Allah in his creation, and
with the verses of the Koran, they do not just groo them as if they were deaf or blind. How
come, so many people look at God's signs, so meaaple read God's Koran. But it is the image

only or the recitation sound only without any impan the heart.

There are two kinds of Allah’s Ayat. The written @&yand the created Ayat because Allah has two
kinds of books, the written book, which is the jddoran and the created book, which is the
universe around us. Allah S has given us two kimidknowledge to be able to understand both
books; the knowledge of the written book, which wge to understand the holly Koran, and the

knowledge of reality, which we use to understandi @iilize the nature that Allah has created.

The servants of the compassionate when remindeat &itber kind of Ayat, they do not act as if
they are blind and can not see the created Aydieotiniverse around them and they do not act if

they are deaf and can not hear the Ayat of the iKozaited to them.

And we are not far away from this. Sometimes, wethdogs that are Haram in response to a
temptation that we have, and when a brother ostarsapproaches us with a verse from the Koran
or a Hadeeth from the teaching of the Prophet, atguat as if we are deaf or blind, deaf and did
not hear the verse or blind and did not see theeyemd we continue to follow our temptations
and ignore the Ayat of Allah S. Indeed if we dotththen we are disqualified from belonging to

the servant of the compassionate category.

Allah (S) says describing the people who do nspoad to the Ayat of the Koran as:
Wb Las sl &"‘(‘T QL,EJ\ Q)ﬁ&)’\éi

Do not they bonder and think of the Ayat in the &mwror are the locks bolted over their heart.
Indeed Allah (S) describes the unbeliever as thdse have eyes but by which they can not see,
ears but through which they can not hear, and mand$y which they use not and do not utilize

their minds to think and bonder. (Al-Araf 7:179)
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The reason they are worse than the animals betaesaimals have fulfilled the purpose Allah S

has created them for, but those people did not.

Another lesson to learn from this verse is thatpdéenking and knowledge are Islamic duties.
Allah S wants Muslims to have deep knowledge anepdenderstanding of both books, the
written book and the reality book. Unfortunatelyamy Muslims have shallow understanding of
Islam and shallow understanding of life. This letmiggnorance that makes easy to confuse them.
It is very easy for the enemies of Allah to configgerant Muslims that have shallow knowledge

and shallow understanding of Islam and sometimss tliem to destroy or weaken Islam. This is

why the Koran is full of the words s S <04 »2—= which both mean deep thinking. Deep

knowledge and understanding of both Islam and tyealie essential for Muslims to meet the

challenges that are facing Islam and Muslims.

At that point, one might ask, is the knowledge st&in easy or hard? Is it easy enough so that a
ten years old boy can understand or is it harchabwe need Muftis and Imams in the caliber of
Imam Al-Shafi, Abo-Hanifa, Malik and Ahmed bin HaaiB

The answer is both. There is a basic kind of kndggethat is must to know for every one. Any
child who does not know it, Allah will judge histfeer and mother. Any adult who does not know
how to answer them, Allah will judge him/her. Thiad of knowledge is the knowledge required
to perform the applicable five pillars of Islam,quired to know who is Allah, what is he

expecting from us, what should we expect from hifnat is Hallal, what is Haram and what is in
the life after death. The knowledge of the sixgugl of faith and the applicable pillars among the

five pillars of worship. Knowledge of Zakah is metjuired for poor people for example.

There was a Sheikh who gave a Friday Khotbah ierg poor village, and the entire Khotbah was
about the rules of Zakah. Zakat of Camels, goleaesiiland, ...etc. After the Khotbah, the people
went to the Imam and told him, oh Imam, your Khothells us that you are living in a totally
different planet other that others. You are talabgut paying Zakah and there is no single person

in this village who is required to pay Zakah.



As a rule of thumb, any knowledge required for Mhgslim to stay away from Haram, perform his
duties and obligations and inspire him/herself lmuwst to learn. Every Muslim should be a Mufti
in this kind of Knowledge. We do not need Imam Afanifa to tell us how to make Wudu and
what month to fast, but certainly we need peopléisfcaliber to solve the Hillal problem and

other complicated political, social and economsties that we might have.

How about practicing Islam, is it easy or harditla religion which is easy to practice, or a
religion that is hard to practice. Actually, iteasy to practice but we make it hard on ourselves.

Allah S said about practicing the five times dghayers in Surak Albakara (2:45)
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Seek Allah's help with patient perseverance anfopeing prayers, for performing prayers is
indeed very hard, except to those who have hearsected with Allah. Those who bear in mind

the certainty that they will meet their Lord, ahdttthey are to return to Him.

By disconnecting our hearts form Allah, we are mgkprayers hard on ourselves. The prayer is
nothing but a reflection of what happens outsidé.ddur hearts does not have on/off switch to
switch focus and priorities. If outside of the prgyour priorities and focus is this life, then whe

we pray, we still focus on this life in our prayeBat if outside of the prayers, our hearts andl rea
life is connected with Allah and Allah and his mess is the focus of our life, then when we pray

we will just continue the normal focus on Allah.

They asked one guy, do you think about somethisg athen you pray. He replied, are you
kidding me, | love Allah so much that when | amsidé of the prayer, | think about him, then

when | am in the prayer, what do you think | loverenthan him to think about.

Prayers like that are easy, fun and enjoymentss iBhivhy the Prophet SAW used to say, give us
comfort by calling for the prayer Billal. We sayiyg us comfort by finishing the prayer quickly
Billal.

By dedicating our life outside of the prayer to astlithan Allah, Allah punishment comes by
making it impossible for us to dedicate our prayersiim. Any one of us can examine his/her
prayers and the average ratio of dedication tohAiteside the prayer as compared to thinking

about donia is very similar to the same ratio aéshe prayer.



We make Islam hard on ourselves. A clear examptearKoran was given by Allah on how we
intentionally on purpose make submission to Allandhon ourselves. The name of the largest
Surah in the Koran is a reminder of this conceptaBAlbakara. Albakara is not an Arabian
animal and the arabs never had cows. But the sketehd this name is the reminder of the

people who made submission to Allah harder on tlebras
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Moosa said to the children of Israel, slaughtenw,dhey replied you got to be kidding. He
replied, | seek the protection of Allah from beimge of those ignorant ones who does not take the
religion of Allah seriously.
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They said, ask your God to tell us how old is the/che said Allah says it should be middle age,

not young and not old, comply and do as orderemp 8&gging about the orders of Allah.

- -
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They said, pray to your God to tell us what cofothe cow, he said Allah says it is shining golden
yellow color that impresses those who look at indAhis time, he did not say like the last time,
comply and do as ordered because it was obviousntoat this point that those guys are just

nagging because they do not want to comply.

-
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They were able to find several cows like that, agdin, instead of just selecting one of them, they
continued the game of nagging. They said we hawedseveral cows like you described, pray to

your lord to tell us which one of them and we Wi able to get it.
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He said, Allah says it is a cow that is not trdirier farming or watering the land, i.e. spoiled

cow, and it has no birth marks in the skin. At tpaint, they realized that if they do not comply,

they will be in deep trouble, so they hardly obeyled order with lots of nagging and lots of
pushing.



A big lesson from Allah to us. What is it with medayou dear brother and sisters that we make
the religion of Allah harder on ourselves by eithagging or making silly ridiculous arguments
because we do not want to comply. What is it witt and you? Why are we following the
footsteps of the children of Israel whom Allah ltassed and declared his anger with them to be
recited 17 times a day by every believer. What isng with me and you. Why do not we just
follow the foot steps of the Prophet Mohamed arsdcbimpanions as Allah said at the end of surat
Albakara, b
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They said, our lord we listen and we obey. Our lgikéé us your mercy and forgiveness. Our lord

to you is our return.

Look at the miserable condition of the Muslim Omalinen the Omah followed the path of we
listen and we obey. It was easy to practice Islarthé full extent. The complete Islam that starts
with as little as how to clean yourself to as sgnaaking the empire of Allah a super power and

completely destroying the empires of Shitan.

But now, when the Omah followed the footsteps efpleople of the book in ignorance, nagging,
making silly ridiculous arguments, it is almost inggible to practice Islam fully. We end up
having to pick and chose from the religion of All&le open the Koran and say. This is very hard
to practice, let us ignore it. Opps, this partagng to put us in deep huge trouble, forget ithdo
even think about it. We should not take this pamy\seriously, it will disturb our lives and our

comfort zone. Why are we facing this fitnah.
Listen to the Hadeeth of the Prophet predictingtyahis situation:

Do you know what is going to happen to you whenryeomen have power over you, your young

people have spoiled religion and manners, and yaood practice Jihad?

Is this going to ever happen Prophet of Allah? Meswear by my Lord worse than this will
happen in this Omah. What do you think will happeryou when you stop enjoining good and
forbidding evil? The Shaba asked is this goinguerg happen Prophet of Allah, he said, yes, |
swear by Allah worse than this will happen, whall Wappen to you if you see good as evil and
see evil as good. They said, is this ever goingaiapen prophet of Allah, he said yes, | swear by

Allah worse than that will happen, they asked, wkatorse than that Prophet of Allah, he said,



what if you enjoin evil and you forbid good? Whéisthappen Allah is going to say, | swear by
my honorable face, that | will put them in a Fitniddat will make the most wise among them

confused.

And look around and see. The Omah now, on the idhgial level, on the community level and on
the government level is enjoining evil and forbiagligood. And the most wise person in this

Omabh is very confused and does not know what tandbwhat is the way out.

This is why deep knowledge and deep thinking is@tland Islamic duty. Deep knowledge of
both books of Allah, the written book and the bamknature, is required. Deep combined
knowledge and understanding of Islam and reat#ybath required. In addition, as the Ayah said,
when we are reminded about the Ayat of Allah, whethey are the Ayat of the written book or
the Ayat of the created book, we do not ignore tla@ch act if we are blind and can not see or deaf

and we can not hear.

The Ayat of the written book are often recitedhistMasjid and we have the attitude of ignore it
and do not take it seriously. In addition, the Aghthe created book of Allah is also shown to us,
the last one is the Tsunami, which is one of thmimding Ayat of Allah, because we have
forgotten him. How did we handle that. Did it watlith us, did we learn any thing from it. Did it

make us closer to Allah, or did we ignore the lessihat Allah want us to learn from it and kept

arguing about it, whether it is a punishment forttad or not.

How do we know if the test from Allah is a punishmher mercy. How can we tell? We can tell

by examining ourselves after the incident, if inisident reminded us with Allah and made us get
closer to him and abandon disobeying him, thes imdeed a mercy. A person who got blind, she
lost her vision. It was obvious to every one thas tincident made her a better Muslim. She
started wearing her Hijab and then she becamesezigus about her religion. To her this is not a
punishment from Allah, it is indeed a mercy fromahl that he took away her eyes to make her
wake up, correct her path and repent. But if thddent make her angry with Allah and she

abandon praying or fasting for example and sheestaraying things to accuse Allah of injustice

or something like that, then this is indeed is nidanbe a punishment for her. In that sense,
something could happen to a family, the same tlaragpnsidered to be mercy for one person and

punishment for another person.



If Allah wants to give us mercy, he will send useat at our level so that we can pass it. But if
Allah wants to punish us, he sends to us a tesiehithan our level and then we flunk it. This is

how can we judge things.

So we have to learn, think and think deeply. Thé&enas much more serious than what we think.
We can not just follow the temptations of the cornfmne and expect Allah to do the work for

us, or send angels to do the work for us. No, Aftedde it a duty on us to take his written book
and implement it on his created book. Allah wahtsKoran to be a reality, to be an empire. And
not any empire, Allah wants his Koran to be sumavgrful empire. Allah did not reveal this book

of guidance to remain as precious words printedh witeap ink on cheap paper. No, this is not
what Allah created us for. Allah created us to taleewords and make them a reality. Destroy the
empire of Shitan and build the empire of Rahmast ke what the prophet did, he destroyed
many satanic empires, the roman empire, the Pegsigrire, ...etc and he built the empire of

Allah as a strong super power. The word of Allalthis empire is the highest word and the word

of Shitan is the lowest word.

At that point you will see that the reality of tbeeated book of Allah will be a super match to the
written book of Allah. This is our job and this cdmty. The matter is serious. The Prophet SAW
said that there will be 73 forms of Islam, all béim in hell fire except one. Every one was curious

about which one, the prophet said, it is the fofrislam practiced by me and my companions.

Is this the Islam we are practicing. No, we arecficang a different Islam. We a mix of pieces of
Islam that fits America, and pieces of America thiat Islam. We are not taking Islam seriously
while we are extremely serious about our jobs. Véendlling to sacrifice every thing for our jobs
and if we are short in time or money, the first coitments to be canceled are the commitments to
Allah. Where is our commitment to learning Islaniere is our commitment to teach Islam to our
kids, where is our commitment to the five esserdigies of Muslims in America. How serious

are we in these tasks, or actually are we awatieeske tasks.

Ignorance and shallow understanding:

Why is it so dangerous to plug our eyes and eaamsigthe Ayat of Allah, because it leads to
ignorance. Spiritual ignorance is the worst enensr.elf we see how the west is analyzing the
causes of the problems in the third world, we hémam saying that it is because of the
combination of ignorance, poverty and diseases. fBig is from a materialistic western

perspective, but from an Islamic perspective oursivenemy is spiritual ignorance. If we solve



the problem of spiritual ignorance, then all othesblems are solved. We have many examples to
prove that. Prophet Ayoob, he was tested by Allati put in sever conditions of poverty and
disease. He also had no scientific knowledge. Baabse of his spiritual knowledge, he was able
to achieve success in this life and in the hereafteother example is Prophet Mohamed SAW
and his companions. They were all poor and Proplodtamed was in a state of extreme poverty.
How many times he was seen tying a stone to himath to kill the pain of hunger. He was in
continuous dept and he died in dept. He was digerdte. But because of his spiritual knowledge,

he and his companions were able to achieve theshesess in this life and in the hereafter.

This is why the first verse in the Koran is to réadhe name of the Lord. Reading in the name of
Allah will make us use our knowledge the good way feading in the name of the Satan will

make us use our knowledge the wrong way. Use oawvlatge to slave and Kkill.

Another kind of ignorance is shallow understandi@gmplete ignorance means 0% knowledge,
but shallow knowledge means little more than na@hor 0%. This leads us to the man who does
not know and he does not know that he does not kivawglims with shallow knowledge will end
up confused. How many times we have seen ignom@amiused Muslims destroying Islam from
inside. Do | need to remind you that the puppegswho are ruling the Muslims and oppressing
them are ignorant Muslims. Do | need to remind yloat the ones who are fighting Islam in
Muslim countries are ignorant Muslims and the owés are supporting them are as ignorant as

they are. We can never meet the challenges of withgut deep understanding and knowledge.

Now how can we remove the ignorance that we hadaramease the level of our knowledge and
understanding. If every time we gather we gathemfaterialistic food only and we do not listen
to an educational lecture about Islam. Unforturyateiny Muslims run away from educational
lectures about Islam because they consider thertuf&d. Even the Friday Khotbah, we come late
to avoid the torture of listening to the Khotbaiihis way, we will never gain the knowledge that

Allah wants us to gain. Allah S said in Surat Kaf

Allah S said in Surat Kaf
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This is a reminder to the one who have a healistans to guidance and let the guidance reach to

his heart. But the one who does not listen, notkitigiwvork with him/her.



As a result of ignorance and shallow understandiaghave people today who they do not know
and they do not know that they do not know. Thigses problems when those kind of people

start behaving and making decisions thinking thay tknow but they actually do not.

Another reason for deep knowledge, thinking andeustdnding to be essential Islamic duties is
the fact that we are accountable to Allah s fordbwial truth not for what we think is the truth.
This why it is very important to know that we shblgarn what Islam says and then follow it. In
other words, we are required to follow the actuaiht not what we think is the truth. This is why
it is very important to learn, ask, think and inguabout the truth that can easily be discovered by
reading the both books of Allah, the written bookl ahe created book. If we do something wrong
because we do not know where is the truth and we geeet Allah and Allah judges us for doing
this wrong thing, what would be our excuse, aregoiag to say, we did not know any better, then
why we did not know any better, because we werergmt, why is it because we did not have
books, we did not have time, or because we dichawe the interest. The actual truth is that we
have the books and the time but what we lack igrtezest. This is becomes an excuse which is

worse than the crime itself. An excuse that desenvere punishment than the crime itself.

Another reason for deep knowledge and understandirmge essential Islamic duties because in

Islam there is not way out of our bad deeds. Andoantability is individual:
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No one is punished for the mistake of another amdme is rewarded or punished for things that
he/she didn't do. And for sure every individual vbe accountable for his/her deeds only and

he/she will get the most fair and just reward anipoment.

So in Islam, there is no way out. May be in otladigron there is, but in Islam there is no escape.
May be the Jews are the chosen people, may behhsgti@ns, they say our sins are being prepaid
by the slaughter of Jesus Alyh Elsalto Walsalamt Buus accountability is individual. No one

will be judged for the sins of others, every ond see only whatever he himself has done or was

a reason for it.

What if we truly have the interest, but there imsthing that we do not know because it is very
difficult such as dividing inheritance or Hisba wwhe answer is simple it comes from Allah,

Allah S says
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Ask people of knowledge and wisdom if you do nabwn

Allah also said in Surat Al-Nisa
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If they seek the arbitration of Islam on the matteen the people who have deep knowledge

among them will extract the ruling.

Thus, seek knowledge, ask scholars, discuss, mqread, but also think deeply because deep
thinking is an Islamic duty. This is why in Islamie do not have clergy. We do not have a pope or
a holly person to lead us but we rather have g helt. Allah does not want Muslims to be like
the cattle that moves blindly following the direxti ordered by a “Holly guided person” but
indeed Allah S wants us to follow the Holly texathhe has revealed. And to be able to do that,
we must have deep knowledge of that text, deeprstadeling of the reality, spiritual strength
inside us to fight the internal enemies of Allahieh are the evil soul and its evil temptations,

and physical means of power and strength to steuggginst the outside enemies of Allah S.

There are two extremes regarding this issue anshwald be clear about them. The first extreme
is the extreme of considering a person to be fasity consider his words to be above the words of
the holly text. This is indeed the right extremeile/lthe left extreme is to take our holly text
completely in our hands and ignore all the workt thas done by hundreds of scholars that the
Muslim Omah have trusted their knowledge and wisdonhundreds of years. This is indeed the

left extreme and Islam is the middle path betw&enwo extremes.

As we explained before, the Islamic Sharia hasdveas; one is the constant Sharia issue that do
not change from one Mazhab to another, from onedatf thought to another, from one time to
another or from one place to another. For thoseessre not debatable, not subject to any
negotiation or compromise. These are well estadtisblear cut issues in the Koran and the
teaching of Prophet Mohamed PBUH.

The other area is the area of variable sharia sstha is left open by Allah for Muslims to do

ljitihad and consult about. Those are variable &hasues; variable from one Mazhab to another,



from one school of thought to another, from onectim another and from one place to another. As
far as these issues are concerned, there is nogeson that can give holly ljtihad. The hollytex
is above all of us guiding us and setting bounddoe our ljtihad. Any ljtihad that leads to haram

is rejected, any ljtihad that leads to the disobede of Allah is not acceptable.

At the same time, we can’t ignore the incredibl®réfthat was done by hundreds of Muslims
scholars that the entire Muslim Omah has trusted #tnowledge and wisdom for hundreds of
years. Specially when we know that these people Isgent a massive amount of time studying
the holly text, organizing it into chapters and glifiying it to the common lay Muslims who do

not have the time or the talent to match their kiedge and wisdom.

Just imagine someone who did not finish high sclooohing to challenge Einstein and say his
theories are no longer applicable. You will prolyaday to yourself, this guy is an idiot. Who is he
to challenge Einstein. He did not even finish héghool and he does not have the knowledge or
the training of Einstein, yet he is challenging hiwvhat an idiot. He does not know how to solve

a simple differential equation or quantum mechaaits he is challenging Einstein. Wow.

Probably we get the same feelings when we find soi@evho does not have a high school worth
of Islamic education and he says that Imam Shaintitled to his own opinion and | am entitled

to my own opinion as well. This is indeed the folanior disaster.

Certainly there is nothing wrong of following anetimam different than Imam Shafii, for they
are Einstein as well but to challenge all Imams anche up with something new is really
hilarious, specially if all of them agree on a aertissue. How likely it is that all of them are
wrong and you are right. How likely it is that fopeople who have the caliber of Einstein to be
wrong and a person who did not complete a highaaohorth of Islamic education to be right. A
person who does not know how to read Koran cogrdodim the book, a person who does not
know the difference between Hadeeth classificatiarserson who does not know how to identify
the subject from the object, or the verb from tbemin a Koranic verse. How can such a person

challenge the Einsteins of this Omah.

The human soul loves short cuts. We love to getptiestige and privilege of Einstein without
going through the long years of hard work of stadyand research that he went through. And
suddenly we consider ourselves an authority irréfigion of Allah without the proper education,
training or knowledge. This is indeed the worstnfala for disasters and unfortunately, it is

widely spread here in North America.



Games we play to run away from Allah’s Ayat:

There are many techniques to ignore the Ayat oftAllvhen hearing or seeing them. One

technique is by playing games on them like the [eopthe Saturday who were cursed by Allah

in the Koran ‘awdl oo La) LS NENIN Nk

Or we have cursed them the same way we cursecetiidgowho violated Saturday. Those people
were forbidden from using Saturday to earn anygyiyet, they have set the nets on Friday night

and collected them on Saturday morning as Allath tioé story in the Quran
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The second game is the game of the Mohkmat andhdbiisat
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The third game is the game of silly ridicules argumts as Allah S said
Gall 4y ) slaa il Jhldly | A

The fourth game is to claim that we know bettentAdah. What Allah and his messenger say is
good only in ideal circumstances, but they areapglicable today in our conditions bla bla bla.
Allah S warned believers in Surat Al-Hojorat frotaiming that they know better than him and

his messenger
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Ignoring our mission and duties on earth




Another thing that comes in our mind when we rdsvierse, those when reminded with the Ayat
of Allah, they do not ignore them as though theylaind and can’t see them or they are deaf and
they can’t hear them. That thing is our missiorc@stodians of Allah on earth. Allah SW trusted
us with a free will and gave us control over hisation so that we implement the guidance of
Allah in our reality. In other words, our job is take the guidance of Allah and make it a reality
instead of a written text. Instead of being inkpgaper, we make it every day reality. When we
read the written book of Allah and look to what aave done with his created book. Compare his
written book of guidance to the reality, we seelimatch and lots of violations. This means that
we have failed to do our job as custodians of Allahearth. We read justice, brotherhood,

sisterhood, peace, love and manners.

The main reason for our failure explained in thastigular verse. When we are reminded that we
are not implemented the written Ayat of Allah inrgaality, we ignore them and act as if we are
blind who can’t see and deaf who can’t hear. Th@l$ to the corruption, which is the mismatch

between Allah’s written book and what we have deith his created book.

Another problem we face is that when Non Muslimadreur Koran, they say wow. Very
impressive justice, brotherhood sisterhood, lovatyu good manners, ...etc. Very impressive.
Now let us look and see how much of this you gugsimplementing. People of all faith and
ideologies claim ideal values in their written ptures and constitutions. But when you at the
reality, it is totally different. Communism, for aaple, communists claim justice and rights of
ploritalia and all these ideal values, but when lamk in reality, you see none of that. Christians,
the Bible has beautiful claims of love and peaog i& your brother hit you on the right cheek,
give him the left one and so forth. Love those wleosecute you. Fight your enemies with love,
but when you look at reality, you see something.eWWe have seen them spreading love and
peace in two world wars. We have seen them sprgddiue and peace in Iraqg and Afaganistan
and we have seen them dropping the bombs of loggaace on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. And
you Muslims are exactly the same. You claim valumegour written book to deceive others but
you do not practice them. You guys are talking aliowatherhood. Where is that brotherhood. In
your communities we see dirty games of politics,see hitting under the built, we see backbiting
and gossiping. In your written text we see justicel good manners, but you all came from

countries and societies that do not have any of tha

You are trying to sell to us text on paper. Youttryclaim that what you have is superior to what

we have. Hah, What brought you to our country théfhy did you line up in front of the



American embassy and waited overnight in fronthef immigration offices here in US. Why

almost all people in Muslim countries wish to imnaitg to US.

And they have a valid point. Remember the storthefstudent who made Dawah and one of his
friends became a Muslim, then he took him home With. He quitted Islam after two months

and he came back to tell his friend. You cheatéere are those Aboo Baker and Omar that you
used to deceive me with their stories. Where drthase values in your Koran, | have seen none

of that, | have seen the opposite.

Remember the story of the brother who married &@rsfsom the west and she went home with
him for a visit, and then every time she sees some&tming something wrong, she looks at her
husband, her husband says, oh those are from theMislim population. And this happened

many times until the sister told her husband. Qhpught you were born in a Muslim country.

All of us is resulting from us not abiding by tigarticular quality. Those when they are reminded
with the Ayat of Allah, they do not ignore them goreétend that they are blind who can’t see and

deaf who can't hear.

Indeed there is are people who take the deen ahAdhd the Ayat of Allah seriously and there are
those who do not take them seriously. The enenfigdlah call those who take Islam and the
Ayat of Allah seriously radical Muslims, while thegll those who are not serious about Islam and
the Ayat of Allah moderate Muslim. They use thetitaof divide and conquer to conquer
Muslims. They use the so called moderate Muslimsrtsh the so called radical Muslims. We
have seen this happening almost every where. IptEthe Islamic movement was crushed by the
police forces under the leadership of the so cathexdierate Muslims. Moderate Muslims are
appointed in position of power as puppet thugsrtsit and oppress radical Muslims. We have
seen it happening before and we are seeing it napp@ow as we speak. For the example, the
Pakistani army under the leadership of moderateliMasis killing radical Muslims with the
blessings of the moderate Muslims who see radiaslivhs as a threat to them. They deserve to

be killed because they will unleash India on us.

What is our role on all of this. Prophet Mohameadnber one job was to reform the reality to
match the written book of Allah. He taught us theywthe way is to reform ourselves first. How,
is to read the Ayat of Allah and instead of igngrthem or not taking them seriously, no. We take
them very serious. We change and reform our headurselves to match the Ayat of Allah and

not to play blind who can’t see or deaf who caah



Another main problem related to this verse thathaee witnessed spreading among Muslims in
North America is the problem that we think that kvew better than Allah and his messenger.
While Allah and his messenger has given us clestruntions and guidelines of all aspects of our
life, we turn our back to the Ayat of Allah and wlaim that we know better. This disease is not

new. It appeared before at the time of Prophet M@thPBUH when
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Those who say, please Allah make to us from amamgouses and children, delight and joy for
our eyes and make us lead others to your way. owsl take a closer look on this very important
Duaa. Normally, a Duaa means that you are askinghAlor something, you are basically
beginning for something that you need. So what eapphere, how come making this Duaa

becomes a criteria of evaluation.

The answer comes when we examine the Duaa. NorntalyDuaa will reflect our desires and
interests. One is making Duaa to ask Allah for nypaeother for power, a third for a job title and
a fourth for a pretty wife. Making Duaa to Allahasworship in itself and Allah gets angry when
we do not ask him and beg him for things. It isiragfication that we do not feel that we have a
need for him and we feel that we are self suffigievhy do | need Allah, as he said in Surat

Alalaq
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Indeed man feels self sufficient when he seeswiswealth and power.

But the point here is the words of the Duaa theweseteflect a dream, a desire, something that |
am dying for and something that is very importantrte. If | make the Duaa asking Allah for one
specific thing once every blue moon, then obviolisigve no genuine interest in this thing. But If
| keep making the Duaa, day and night, in everygman every sajda, every time | remember

Allah, then it has to be something essential aricemely important to me.

Now, the servants of the compassionate are persistenaking this Duaa, day and night, it is
very essential to them. Guess what are they aiagébr, money, wealth, job title, land, farm,

stock market, big home, no. They are persistersiyng Allah to make to them from among their
children and spouses delight and joy for their eyedt a joy because they are beautiful and
handsome and well dressed? or white or black ancbtir non blond or blue eyed or non blue
eyed? No. When spouses and children become thefjthe eye of the believers, it means that

they are following him and supporting him in theyad faith and Iman.

So they are being the source of guidance to thmuses and children, and as a result, their

spouses and children give them lots of support lbadkeir Dawah and struggle activities. The



family support is very important. Moses peace benupim, after Allah assigned him the mission,
now he has a chance to ask for things that wilbenkim to do his very difficult task, among the
things that he asked for was to make his own bratheassistant to him. Why, because it is the
best support ever any individual can have. It esgbpport of his own family. Prophet Mohamed
had the support of his wife Khadija R and that esbest gift from Allah to him. When Prophet
Noah did not have the support of his own son, Wwes harder on him than any other thing and he

was about to make Allah angry by asking him to daseson.

So this is extremely important issue to the sewvantAllah. Their immediate family members.
The biggest and most important task. They ask &hAlo enable them to guide their spouses and
raise their children in the ways of faith so theyt can enjoy their guidance, Islamic behavior and

moral as well as physical support and assistanhliney grow up.

This is indeed will contributes to the continuitfytbe faith. Allah S created us for a mission. This
mission will span more than our life span. We aquired to leave behind soldiers who are going
to continue the task. Soldiers with deep knowledgée understanding of Islam as well as deep

faith and trust in Allah. There good deeds addoupurs even after we are dead.

On the other hand, sometimes, one of the thoughtkeeps haunting us and make us sleepless is
that if we die before making our children good Mmsl, then the chain is broken and our mission
will end with us, and Islamic centers might be lne tmarket for sale, in one generation. We
sometimes see churches for sale, some of them lveerght by Muslims and became Mosques.
Let us ask our selves a question, what made thist@ms sell their churches to Muslims? and the
answer is that there was a generation that freqdetite church to worship, followed by a
generation which has no values that cease to cortteetchurch to worship. The greatest danger
that meets the Muslims in this land, is if they can extend their Islam to their children or if yhe

have children who either take Islam less serioan their parents or completely ignore Islam.

So, if this is indeed the biggest fear, if it islé®d the most horrible thing that can ever happen t
us, then this will show as a persistent Duaa tefiats this continuous fear and worry. So this
Duaa becomes a feature of their behavior. Thisagxplhow come a Duaa, where we are begging

Allah for something becomes suddenly a criteriavaluation.

Remember, among the 11 criteria there was one Defmse this one the Duaa is protect us from
the punishment of hell fire for it is a sever painfunishment. These two Duaas, the fear of hell

Duaa and the continuity of faith Duaa are centraaths in the hearts of the believers. Why



To feel how much joy and pleasure it is, just inmagior a minute that you wake up in the middle
of the night to go to the bathroom or drink someghand then you suddenly hear a beautiful
recitation of Koran coming from your son’s or dategls room. He/she is sacrificing his/her sleep
and doing night prayers to Allah and reciting Kokeautifully with Tajweed with a very beautiful

heart touching voice. Just imagine and see how rdatight and joy this will bring to your heart.

Just imagine if you have a young daughter thatiming around in her college teaching Islam,
wearing her Hijab and very proud about her identityt ashamed of her Hijab and her identity
and running away from them, no, she is proud ofithentity and her Hijab, and she is very vocal
explaining and defending Islam. Just imagine amdh&®v much joy and delight to your eye is she
going to be. Imagine attending a lecture for heerglshe is teaching Islam or a forum where she
is making good points about Islam. Just imagine mowch joy and pleasure this will bring to

your heart.

And we know. In Islam we convert the feelings oy @nd happiness to feeling and words of
gratitude and praise to Allah. On the other hangl canvert any feeling of sadness and sorrow to
patience and words of Duaa to Allah to replace itk & better than what we have lost. Allah S

says in Surat Alhadeed.
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Any disaster or calamity that happens on eartmagmour selves is written in the divine book of
knowledge before it takes place (How this be pdskithis is very easy to Allah. For you do not
feel sad of what you lost and you do not feel protidvhat you gain, for Allah does not like the

ones who feel arrogant and proud.

Wait a minute here. There is a delima that needstsolved. Did not prophet Mohamed PBUH
cried when he lost his son Ibrahim. To the nakeaignt eye, this may seem a conflict, but look
how Imam Ibn Alkayim explained it. He said no hunising that does not feel happy for gains
and sad for losses, but convert the feelings ofjay happiness to feeling and words of gratitude
and praise to Allah and convert the feeling of esdnand sorrow to patience and words of Duaa

to Allah to replace us with a better than what \&eehlost.



He also made a beautiful comparison between on@lteous followers of Prophet Mohamed
PBUH when he was given the news of the death oddmshe smiled. He said, which is better, the
behavior of the Prophet or the behavior of thetaghs follower. Indeed it is the behavior of the

Prophet for two reasons:

1. The prophet was able to combine in his heart twalirfgs, one generated the other, he
combined the feeling of mercy on his own son wité teeling of patience and acceptance of
what Allah has decreed. The feeling of mercy geedréears in his eyes and the feeling of
patience and submission to Allah’s will generateel words of Duaa on his toungue. But the
righteous follower failed to combine both feelinggis heart was too small to combine two
feelings so he had to keep only one and drop theroSo he kept the feeling of submission
and acceptance to Allah’s will and he dropped #®difig of mercy to his child, and as a result
he cried.

2. Prophet Mohamed is the master teacher of the middlanced path. Keeping the balance
between sadness for loosing a child with patienu# @cceptance to Allah’s will is what
prophet Mohamed was an example for. It is indefmra of extremism to smile when you get

the news of the death of your own child.

So when the servants of the servants of the conguadse are so delighted and happy for seeing
their own children’s guidance and Islamic behavilnis feeling is immediately translated into
feelings of gratitude and words of praise to Allalot arrogance and pride. Look at my son, look
at my daughter. They are doing much better thamsydtiis because of my efforts. Indeed this
attitude is forbidden and disliked by Allah.
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Two things that are important when we are raisimgahildren:

First: You are the one who set and form the expiects of your children. If your central dream is
to make your child a doctor or a rich person, tiiea will focus on his academic education and
you will keep telling him, do your homework so tlyaiu become a successful doctor or business
man or whatever. But if your central dream is t&engour child to be Khalid Ibn Alwaleed or Ali
Ibn Aby Talib or Salaheddin Alayoobi, then you wibcus on the kind of education and training

that will make him this way, as well as installstiiream in his/her heart.



When dealing with our children, we should put i eand that we are dealing with a future
leader of the Muslim Omah. We are dealing with espe who is going to build the kingdom of
Allah and destroy the kingdom of Satan. We areidgatith future Salahuddin AlAyoobi who is
going to free the Muslim land or we are dealingmitham Al-Shafi who is going to be the future

authority of Islamic knowledge.

We are the ones who install these dreams in olofrehi and set priorities. If we set the priorities
wrong, then we will share the blame with them. W the also the ones who determine the kind
of education and training they get, the school theyo, the environment they grow up in, and
how patient they are. We either produce childreo ate very spoiled and can’t stand not getting

any thing that they want, or very persevering wao carve the stones with their teeth.

If you see a child at college age running aroundry a fancy car, having unlimited credit card
and a cell phone with unlimited plan. Then why tbisld should study. He already has every
thing. Why go through the pain of education. We stime destroy our own children and think

that we are serving them.

On the other hand, if we always blame our childred humiliate them. If we accuse them and put

them down, then we are also destroying them.

The solution is to keep the balance inspire thenh iastall into them the dreams of being the

future Mohamed Alfatih and at the same time, disogpthem in a non destructive manner.

The second point is the strong foundation. Let agklat this ruler. We are building this

foundation now. After we build strong foundatione \o not have to worry about them even if
they bend a little bit because of whatever stortre Worst psychological storms come when they
are teenagers. And this is why Allah promised theng man who grows up in the straight path to

be under the shadow of his thrown in the day ofjjnent.

Because this is a central dream in their life, fiod them working hard to give their children the
balanced spiritual and materialistic body of knadge they have and their effort includes a daily

continuous supplication to Allah to ....

If this is a central dream for the parents, thencahildren will certainly notice that and they will
try to meet the expectations of their parents. iBthe parents do not care, then most likely, the

children will also not care.



By making our children a delight and joy for ouesythen the relationship with our children will
last beyond the boundaries of this life. Otherwibées relationship will be cut and end in this life
and it will become enemy to enemy relationshiphi@ hereafter. They will be our enemies in the
day of judgment in one of two ways; either theyl wé accusing us of not doing our job as parents
and they ask Allah to punish us for their bad daadiead of us, or if we have done our job and
they did not follow, then we will be testifying agat them in the day of judgment that we have

given them the message and they have declined.

Compare this ugly picture to the other sweet pectof those who believed and their children

followed them. Allah S says describing this picture

Those who attained the faith and their descendetitsved them in the way of faith, then we will
join their descendents with them in the day of judgt and we will not deny them the fruits of

their good deeds, each one is accounted for histhierpersonal deeds.

Every righteous father did pray to Allah SWT to esavs children. Let us look at our spiritual
father, look at Prophet Abraham when Allah SWTdddtim, and passed all tests, then Allah told
him that | am appointing you a leader, then he,saltht about my descendents?, Allah answered

him that this promise of mine does not apply toweng doers.
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It is important here to differentiate between tlggcal descendents of Ibrahim and the spiritual
descendents of Ibrahim. We Muslims are the spiritlescendents of Ibrahim, not the physical
descendents. It does not matter to Allah if we thee physical descendents to Ibrahim, what
reallhy matters to Allah is if we are the spirital@scendents of Ibrahim, which means that we are

following his religion and way of life. Allah S datl Prophet Ibrahim our father.
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The religion of your father Ibrahim, he is the dhat gave you the name Muslims before. He is
not necessarily our physical father, but he isrdifiy our spiritual father. We are his spiritual

descendents because we are following his way oh®mdon to Allah S. He was very submissive



to Allah S. Allah gave him the hardest ever testudimission that he has ever given to any human
being and he passed it. He ordered him to slaugjigeswn son Ismael that was not a regular son,
he was a Prophet as well. Ibrahim loved Isamainsch and he came to him after a long life of
trying hard to get children without success. Andditkas Allah ordered. Allah has described this

test as
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Indeed that was the tough test and we have replaicedvith a great animal to be slaughtered
instead. Great submission was the most importaatackeristic of Iborahim PBUH in response to

the order from Allah
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Allah told him submit yourself fully to my will, heesponded and said, | am fully submissive to
Allah the Lord of all worlds. And the Prophet Mohaghand his followers are his spiritual

descendents because they are the ones followingdyi®f submission to Allah.

We have a very touchy story in the Koran aboutghteous father who worked very very very
hard to guide his own children and others and lieahailure in his own family. His own son.
Prophet Noah ASW, Allah dedicated a full Surahhi@ Koran, the Surah of Noah in which Allah

has documented his hard work and struggle andtiarnness that he was faced with.

It reached to a level that when he meets his ovapleethey cover their head with their dress and
put their fingers in their ears. The expressiobaautiful, you can’t put all you fingers in your
ears, but Allah wants to show us how stubborn thege. When they get a new born, the first

thing they teach him is that they take him to tlee@ of Prophet Noah and they tell the boy. This

man is crazy and progressive liar, do not you &stn to him f,L_ | ~L 3 Y 1sa, Yo" As a

result, Prophet Noah did make Duaa against thenmé&bke Duaa for Allah to destroy them. Allah

then told him U 53 - V.él Vsalls -l (3 ‘S_Ja\.é Y 4" do not pray for any one of them, they will be

destroyed for sure.



It is such a clear order from Allah, without exdept do not you ever ask me to save any of them.
And the order is directed to a prophet, who hasie@sted the destruction of his people himself.
But when the flood starts and he took the shiptardelievers were save while his own physical

or biological son refused to join him, he disobetleslorders of Allah and he prayed to Allah.

He said, he is my son and your promise is true ybatwill save me and my family, and Allah

replied, he is not of your family because he wasang doer.

Allah S means of course he is not from your spatitamily, may be he is your physical biological
son, but to Allah this means nothing, and this Iy Wllah replied clearly that he is not from your

family, he is a wrong doer.
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You can see that he did not care about any oneisvdoowning but he disobeyed Allah SWT

while he is a prophet because of his own son. iBhasbig example of how failure in the family is

the worst failure.

Profit Mohamed used to say—J! J1 L. 0Ll Salman, the purgan, is from my household, on the

Other hand, we know what the quran says about Adi@h, which is the immediate uncle of the
Prophet Mohamed PBUH.
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Islam made Salman an honorable member of the Prephenily while association with Allah

has degraded Aboo Lahab to the bottom of hell fire.

So it is not the blood relationship that mattersitt- makes the strangers brothers and make the

brothers enemies. It is the spiritual relationghget matters to Allah.

The people who like to brag that there are physitsdcendents from the family of Prophet
Mohamed PBUH, the prophet said to his family:
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Oh my daughter Fatima, do work hard in good deegsiise your relation to me is not going to
be valued by Allah S. Oh you the children of Hashiwahich is the immediate family of the
Prophet Mohamed PBUH, | do not want to see peapléhé day of judgment coming with
mountains of good deeds while you are coming trynglaim credit for your relationship to me,
work hard in doing good deeds because your relshipnio me is not going to be of any value in

the day of judgment.

There is a nice way to reply to the people who tikérag that they are from the family of Prophet
Mohamed PBUH, is to tell them, if you are braggaimput this, then you might be coming from
the branch of Aboo Lahab. This will makes them khihat if the physical relationship to the

Prophet would ever help, it would have helped Ababab and Aboo Talib.

Then the second part of the Duaa highlights anotimgortant quality. The servants of the
compassionate do not wish to be a source of guedamtheir children only. They are not selfish

people who live for their families only, but theg@say
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And make us lead others to your way. Make us acgooir guidance to others as well. Not only we
want exercise this within the boundaries of our mdmate family, but we also want to be leaders

to others to your way.

Let us look at the word Imam. Every one loves t@bdmam, even the wrong doers and the ones
who have nothing to do with Islam. People run flecgons just to be Imams. Many people use
Islam just to become an Imam and we know Islaro iset served and not to be used. But they just
want to use Islam as a vehicle to become an ImantetSus make few clarifications here about

this particular Duaa.



First of all, we have two kinds of Imams. There lanams of guidance $.—4! i7" and there are

Imams of misguidance®.=—| 15" one kind lead to Jannah and the other kind teaukll fire.

Allah S mentions both in the Koran; The Imams oidgance Allah mentioned in Surat Alsajda
“We have made them Imams to guide others in obediemour orders when they proved patience

and trust in Allah’s Ayat”

Allah S says about the Imams of misguidance “Weslraade them Imams to guide others to hell
fire and in the day of judgment they do not get protection, and they are followed by a curse in

this life and in the day of judgment they are frtima ugly ones”

Of course believers are praying to be Imams ofajued. But how, how can we make sure that we
are Imams of guidance, not Imams of misguidancerdlare many things that we have to insure

in order to determine what kind of Imams are we:

The first thing is to look deep inside ourselved amcerely examine our motive and intensions.
Why do we need to be Imams? Is it because we all@agsto be in the front page? Is it because
we always love to hold the microphone and speaki?blscause we love to always be in the spot

light? Or is it that we love Allah and we want to i Jannah.

This is very fine line, but it is the fine line thdraws the boundary between hell fire and Jannah,

between being an Imam of guidance or being an limlamisguidance.

It is the design of Allah that Imamship or leadgudias to come with power. All in one package.
It is impossible to separate them from one anotResphet Mohamed had a lot of power and
honor and all the Imams of guidance had lots ofgraand honor. It is a very high level test, when
you become and Imam, how to stay away from the avpower and the evil of spot light that
comes with it. There is absolutely no separatiotwben political Imamship and spiritual
Imamship. They are all come in one package. Bothectogether. No one can claim that Prophet

Mohamed or the Pope had no political power.

Now, who gives power to the Imam? The followersegwm power. The more followers you have
the more powerful Imam you are. This is why in gtene the excessive Sufi movement, many
people pretend to be Wali, a friend of Allah, witbcret special powers to attract followers and

gain control over them.



Now we can’t judge intensions. We are ordered ke faeople for their face value. We can judge
actions and words but we are totally forbidden frjohging intensions. So how can we tell if an

Imam is an Imam of guidance or an Imam of misgusgdmased on his intensions?

It is simple, we look at the way this Imam has aghd his power. If this Imam is using dirty

politics, backbiting and hitting under the beltg@in and hold on to power, then he is an Imam of
misguidance. If this Imam is using lies and fallsgnes to gain and hold on to power, then he is an
Imam of misguidance. If the Imam is using falseotbgy to gain power, then he is an Imam of

misguidance.

Then who are the Imams of guidance then, any Imlaguidance must be a follower of the Super
Imam of guidance, which is Prophet Mohamed PBUHhIi$ Imam is following the ways that
prophet Mohamed PBUH has followed and respectiagules that Prophet Mohamed PBUH has
respected, not using backbiting, not using dirtjitigs, not making up false theology, not
claiming himself a Wali of special powers and catioas with Allah, but he is calling people to
follow the theology, path and practice of Prophethdmed PBUH, then this Imam is an Imam of

guidance.

Another criterion is the respect of priorities. Fetample, an Imam who misses the prayer to
attend a meeting is not an Imam of guidance. Armmého practices the Sunnah and leaves the
Fard (obligation) is not an Imam of guidance. Faxraple, someone who is growing a beard, but
his tongue is like a sword. A sister who is not e Hijab but she is giving a lecture about
Islam. Another example is the Khawarij who had mobgem killing the companions of Prophet

Mohamed, but when a Kafir person passed by theey, ghid
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If one of the people who associate with Allah ottieities pass in your neighborhood, then protect
him so that he gets a chance to listen to the wofdsllah and then let him leave with peace.

Wow, Masha’a Allah, you are killing the Muslims apobtecting the Kafir.

This is like someone who is praying Sunnah prayembt the Fard. You might say, who is going
to do this non sense. Just look around you, youfwwd people who will do the Sunnah and let go
to the Fard especially if that particular Sunnaimds attention and recognition to them. Such a

people are Imams of misguidance. Why?



Why? What is the logic behind that? Why do we $ay these people are Imams of misguidance?
For a very simple logic. Those kind of Imams eaweland respect of other ignorant Muslims by
being active in the volunteer activities, or Sunaahivities, as a result, people follow them and
use them as role model, then when they violatd-trd people also follow them and in this way

they are Imams of misguidance.

Omar lbn Alkhatab R used to say, | seek the primtecif Allah from the evil produced by a vocal
well speaking hypocrite. Why? Because this vocaloayite has the power of words and speeches
that he is going to deceive people with. He alsmus say, | seek the protection of Allah from the
evil produced by an ignorant worshiper. Why? Beeahss worshipper impresses people with his
dedication and worship, then he gains the powerthadespect of the people who are going to
follow his example and because he is ignorantshgoing to make mistakes and these mistakes

are going to be followed by a lot of people.

Similarly, we seek protection from Allah from theileproduced by any ignorant leader who
practices the Sunnah and ignores the obligatiom etmild he be a leader then if he is ignorant, in
our time, people become leaders because they haaasrof power, either the ability of giving

good speeches, or because of the financial musslégcause of luck or for many other reasons.

Then what should we do if we come across leademigguidance?. We live at a time where we
have lots of misguidance Imams around, what do eZsimple, we take the good and leave the
bad. We filter their example, we copy and suppweit in the good things and we stay away from
the bad things. We deal with them just like we deith fish because they are fishy. We eat the

meat and we leave the sharp bones because iteailt bur stomach.

What if a person has a weakness and he is stltaated to be an Imam. Do Imams have to be
perfect? Of course no and people who have weakseasestill be Imams, How? Very simple. By
realizing their weaknesses and by periodically retimg people not to follow their examples.
Such Imams are indeed Imams of guidance. | remeoreEimam who was very fat. He failed to
control the temptation of eating. In every Khotbhaf,reminds people not to follow his example.
He says, | am in violation of the Sunnah of eatilhgs one of my weaknesses, please do not
follow my example. Take the good in me and leaeeltad. Whatever good Allah has blessed me
with, follow it as an example, whatever bad thingg evil soul is imposing on me, do not follow

it. And in doing that, this Imam is indeed an Imafguidance even though he has deficiencies.



What prevents Imams of misguidance from doing tkathe arrogance and ego. Instead of
admitting their weakness publicly and tell peopié to follow their example. No, they make silly
ridicules arguments to twist facts and to denydbé&ciency. Who said that this thing is Fard?
Who said that this thing is Haram? And they falsifg religion of Allah and misguide people to

show themselves as the perfect leaders.

Every one of us is a leader whether he likes nair The Prophet Mohamed PBUH said every one
of you is a Shepard and every one of you is resplensf what is under his/her control. The man
is the Imam of his house and he either guides seguanles his own wife and children. And this is
the biggest crime, for a man to mislead his ownilfariio misguide them by being either a bad
example or by not providing to them the requiredwledge or by installing into them wrong
dreams. Instead of installing into them the dre&dannah and provide them with the knowledge

required to achieve the dream.

No instead, he installs into them the materialistieams; you have to be rich and powerful to
enjoy life; you have to have the power of educatiod degrees; ...etc. Then what are the good
dreams that we need to install in our children; gead to be rich and powerful to serve Islam, if
you do not use your money and power to serve Atlam this money and power will be a reason
for you to go to hell fire. Allah provides us wiglower and money to see how are we going to use
them to serve him, not to only to serve oursel#fesn you recite to him/her the verse in Surat
Algasas: Seek in what Allah has given you the rewafrthe hereafter and do not forget your
personal share, and do good deeds to thank Allatviiat he has given you and do not use your

money and power to cause corruption for Allah h#tesones who cause corruption.

Your share is secondary. But the hereafter is tammse. Allah did not say and use money to
serve yourself and do not forget the hereafter. tNig, is our attitude, which is very wrong. The
correct thing is dedicate what Allah has given yothe hereafter and do not forget your share in
this life. Do we do that when we dedicate to Alktd his religion only the left over of our time

and money.

We set the example to our children without knowitighe children see a father who is fully
dedicated to work and fun, but very little remenmwoe of Allah and very little service to Islam.
Then what kind of example the children are gointptlmw. If they see a mother who is dedicated

to gossiping with friends, watching TV and shoppitigen what kind of example this is going to



be. Being an Imam of misguidance is not restrittethe situation of a community leader no, we

can be Imams of misguidance in our own house andow®ot feel it.

| feel very sorry for many American Muslim childrerho do not have an example of at least one
parent to follow. In United States, this is the dlead to those children because their connection
with Islam is going to be much less than their pegeBack home, it was not a dead end because
there was other examples to follow in the soci8gmehow a good friend at school or college or
at work, and it is very likely to happen. Reformare every where in the Muslims societies. But
in United States, this is very unlikely. The chanaee very slim that this child is going to runoint

a reformer who is going to change his/her life amake them more serious Muslims than their

parents.

This is just a reminder for myself and for my dbafloved brothers and sisters to judge ourselves
before we are judged by Allah. For if we judge elrss, we will not punish ourselves, we will
just repent, but if we wait until Allah judges uken it is going to come with a lot of pain and

punishment.



These are the eleven features of the servantseotdimpassionate, and after identifying these

eleven features, the Allah S states the rewarthfm
Lods 5 2 Lgd 05l g gm0 30l O 932 S

Those will have as a reward, the highest placecki@@nber in paradise, and they will be met by

greetings and piece.
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They will dwell there for ever, and indeed it ig thest place to be in and dwell in.
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Allah would not mind, would not care, would not &iéected, does not care about you except for
those who pray to him. He is wealthy, rich and selfficient and he does not need you or any
body else. But those who ask Allah, he turns tontleed answers their call while those who do
not and give the lie to the religion, it is inewta that they will meet their due punishment in the

day of judgment.



