Knowing Allah
The Story of Moses PBUH

· Knowing Allah S and having an appreciation to him and what he has is the most important thing in this whole universe. It affects one’s life in this world and in the hereafter.

· Most of the people do not really know Allah S, they just hear about him every once in a while. Perhaps only once a week every Friday when they come to the Friday Khtobah. And most of their misbehavior is resulting from ignorance about who is Allah and what he has.

· And even the few who know Allah S very well, they sin because they fall into that state of mind of temporary forget ness of Allah and lack of appreciation of who he is and what he has. And this is why a continuous reminder is important for them to refresh the appreciation of Allah in their hearts.

· And this is exactly the main purpose of the prayer. Allah S said in Surat Taha instructing Moses PBUH. 
· انني أنا الله لا اله الا أنا فاعبدني وأقم الصلاة لذكري
· I am Allah there is no deity but me so worship me and establish prayer for my remembrance.
· So there are two jobs one is to know Allah and two is to maintain his remembrance in one’s heart.

· Our purpose today is know Allah S and the best way to do that is by studying his own word.

· Today we have selected a story from the Koran that tells a lot about Allah S and his might. A story that is mentioned in the Koran in pieces in over fifty locations to emphasize the might, the power and the ways of Allah s.

· The Pharaoh was a special man and Allah wanted to destroy him in a special way. A challenging way that fits the claim of this arrogant Pharaoh who claimed to be higher than Allah S. Allah showed the Pharaoh how is he going to destroy him entirely in a dream, a persistent dream that shows how Allah is going to send a baby, that is not born yet, from the children of Israel (Jacob) that he is slaving, this baby is going to grow up under his nose, and this baby is going to lead his destruction. He and his best army will be entirely destroyed as result of the leadership of this baby.
· And then Allah said to the Pharaoh, now you know the details of your destruction. I challenge you to stop it. If you are really the highest God, stop it, it is not a surprise to you any more. Change it, stop it, block it. If you are really capable of any thing.

· This challenge shows how powerful is Allah S and how miserable is the human being even if he is holding the highest position of power in this world. The king of the most mighty and most advanced nation at that time, Egypt.

· As soon as the Pharaoh saw the persistent dream several times, he realized that it is a true dream and he accepted the challenge and he made plans to block the execution of the dream. He ordered the killing of every male boy born in the children of Israel.

· And his soldiers and their spies spread out among the communities of the poor children of Israel to massacre every baby boy as soon as he is born.

· The first sign of weakness of the Pharaoh came after a while when the Egyptians ran out of labor. No more slaves because all baby boys are killed. So they went to the Pharaoh and told him if you do not stop the killing of baby boys, we will soon be farming our lands ourselves. Better do something about it. And the Pharaoh was forced to change his plans against his will and determination and he had to alternate the killing. Kill them one year and let them live in the following year.

· And Allah refused to take advantage of this weakness. Allah said no Pharaoh. I am going to send the baby who is going to destroy you in the year that you kill baby boys in, and you will not be able to kill him. Haroun, the brother of Moses was born in the year where the Pharaoh does not kill. But Moses, no, Allah is more mighty than that. Allah wants to challenge the Pharaoh and to teach us a lesson about his power and ability. He was born in the year where the Pharaoh kills.

· Allah made the mother of Moses look like a normal woman. Her pregnancy was in such a way that no body noticed and when she was due to deliver the baby Allah revealed to her to go out of town in a quite place and deliver the baby alone without any help. The baby was small and her delivery was smooth and easy. Now, the baby is out. How is he going to survive.

· Allah revealed to her the plan as he said in Surat Alqasas. 
· وأوحينا الي أم موسي أن أرضعيه، فاذا خفت عليه فألقيه في اليم ولا تخافي ولا تحزني إنا رادوة إليك وجاعلوه من المرسلين.
· Give him a good meal then when you feel that he is not safe, put him in a box and throw him in the river. Not hug him and get him close to your heart. No, throw him in the river. 

· What, throw him in the river. If he is not safe throw him in the river. Is that a joke. No, Allah ways are different. He can protect him any where. He protected Yunus in the belly of the whale. He protected Ibrahim in the middle of the blazing huge fire. He protected Ismael and his neck was under the very sharp knife. He is Allah, he is Almighty Allah, his powers and abilities are beyond imagination.
· And that was a big test to the mother of Moses, just like it was a big test to Ibrahim. A test of how much they trust Allah. A quality that we are struggling with today, the quality of Alyaqeen in Allah and his promises despite miserable status quo.

· She have demonstrated the best Yaqeen. She trusted Allah and she followed his ordered, gave her son a good meal from her breast and threw him in the river in a box.

· Allah ordered the river, which is an obedient creation of Allah to carry the box and not to swallow it. Carry it safely to where? Far away from the Pharaoh and his soldiers. No no, I have protected Ibrahim before in the middle of the fire and I will protect Moses now the house of the Pharaoh.
· How amazing you are Allah and how different are your ways from the ways of miserable human beings. Take him to the Pharaoh and the river carried the orders of his creator and delivered the box to the intended place.
· Now if you are trying to force your son to do something you want, you will fight with him, pressure him, punish him, try to do what you can to force him. But the ways of Allah are different. If Allah wants you to do something Allah will simply and smoothly changes your heart and make you do it with your own will without any hassle and without any fight.

· The Prophet PBUH said that the hears are between two fingers of Allah and he can flip flap them they way he wants. We do not control our emotions and hearts, they are totally controlled by Allah. Allah said

· واعلموا أن الله يحول بين المرء وقلبه
· Know that Allah is the barrier between the human and his own heart. He is the one in control of them.
· Sometimes we do things that we do not know why did them. If we are asked why? We say, I do not know, I just felt the urge to them and I did. I knew it was wrong, but I just could not keep myself from doing it.
· Allah wants to protect Moses in the house of the Pharaoh. How, Allah made every one who see Moses fall in deep love with him as he said in Surat Taha.
· وألقيت عليك محبة مني ولتصنع علي عيني
· I have threw your love in the hearts of people.
· Specially the queen of the house and the nation, the wife of the Pharaoh. She fell in deep love with Moses as soon as she saw him. She loved him more than a mother would love her own children.
· And she took him the Pharaoh, his number one enemy, the one who knows that he is coming to destroy him. How are you going to protect Moses Allah in the house of the Pharaoh in front of the Pharaoh, his enemy and your enemy as you said in Surat Taha.
· Easy. The answer is every thing is easy to Allah. As soon as the Pharaoh saw Moses, the arrogance fill his heart. I am the mighty Pharaoh become afraid of this tiny miserable little baby. No way, oh God of heavens, is this the best you can do, is this the one who is going to destroy me. Can’t you do better than that. Is this the one who you are sending to destroy me. Ha ha. You are such a helpless God. Let him live. Ha ha. I guess I am more mighty than the God of heavens.
· Good, Moses now is safe in the house of the Pharaoh, in the middle of the fire. But the rest of the promise of Allah to his mother did not come true yet. Allah promised her that he is coming back to her. She is the one that is going to take care of him. How are you going to achieve that Allah. 
· And the usual answer is, easy. Every thing to Allah is easy. Moses refused to eat from the breast of any woman and refused to drink any other milk. He was starving, but Allah is in control. Do not eat and cry loudly. As loud as you can.
· The entire palace of Pharaoh declared the state of emergency. The son of the queen is dying out of hunger. A big prize to the lady who can feed him and all the ladies of the nation gathered trying but none of them succeeded.
· Know Moses sister who was following him since he was thrown in the river all the way to the house of the Pharaoh said. I know a lady who can do the job. Go run bring her. And she did and she brought her mother.
· As soon as the baby saw the breast of his mother he took it. They hired her to feed him and take care of him with good wages. And the promise of Allah to her came true. But still part of the promise is to come yet. For Moses to be a prophet.
· When Moses was a toddler, he was playing around the Pharaoh and he slapped the Pharaoh on the face. That slap made the Pharaoh wake up to the fact that Here it is coming. The baby is starting to attack. It reminded him with the old dream, the nightmare is coming true. Kill him before it is too late. And he ordered his killing. But Allah wants to protect Moses.
· The wife of the Pharaoh and his assistants said he is just a little baby. Are you, the almighty Pharaoh going to be afraid of a little baby. The Pharaoh said, no he knew what he was doing, this is just the beginning.
· They said, let us test him. We bring him a date and a hot charcoal and let him choose. If he chooses the date, then kill him but if he chooses the charcoal then almighty Pharaoh is above the killing of a little child who does not know the difference between a hot charcoal and a date fruit. And the Pharaoh accepted.

· Moses was mature enough to select the date, but Allah ordered angel Gabriel to take his hand and put it on the charcoal and he did and he put the charcoal in his mouth and it burned his tongue.
· And since that time Moses could not speak clearly for the rest of his life. But he grew up to be a strong young man as Allah promised.

· Now it is the time for the rest of the promise to come true. Allah talked to him in the Holly valley in the desert of Sinai and appointed him as a prophet whose mission is to guide the children of Israel and save them from the slavery to the Pharaoh.

· Allah gave him first two miracles to take to the Pharaoh to prove to him that he is a sent from Allah. The stick that turns to a real alive snake and the hand that becomes shining. 
· Then Allah followed by seven other miracles to make a total of nine miracles as he said

